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place ourselves in the same position as we
are in at present. The Royal Commissioner
made a very strong recommendation on the
suhject, and the Bill does not go the full
extent proposed by him. In the Northern
Territory the corresponding penalty is
£100, or imprisonment for three months, or
hoth: in Queensland, not more than £50, or
imprisonment for any period not exceeding
six months. There is a variation between
the Northern Territory and Queensland in
that respect.

Hon. L. Craig: The Northern Territory
ordinance mny be doe fo the Asiatie
trouble, which is a menace there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T think there
should be a minitum penalty though T am
not wedded te what appears in the elanse.

Hon. L. Craig: T would agree to a heavy
fine, hul as regards imprisonment there may
he extenuating cireumstances.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member would reconsider s amendment
with a view to substituting a minimum, I
might be able to agree with him. I have
no desire whatever to rush these elanses
through.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. \. H.
Kitsen—West) [10.13]: T move—

That the Meuse at its rising adjourn antil
Tuesday, the 13th Octoher.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned ut 10.14 p.m,
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QUESTION—AUDITOR GENERAL’S
REPORT.

Hon. . G, LATHAM (without notict)
asked the Speakev: Can, vou, Sir, get into
touch with the Auditor-General and sce when
he is likely to submit his annual report to
Parliament?

The SPEAKER replied: T have been in
touch with the Anditor-General, who expeets
to have his report ready by the end of this
month.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFTICE.

Read a thied time amd tran-miited 1o the
Conneil.

BILL—-PEARLING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE TUND.

Repart of Committee adopied.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1936-37.
In Comnittee of Supiply.

Debate resumed from the 1st October vn
the Treasurer's Finaneial Siatement and on
the SAnnual Esiimates: Mre. Sleeman in the
Chair.

Tote—Legislative Couneil, £1565;

MR. HILL (Albany) [4.33]: The first
thing T saw this morning on opening the
“Waest Australian” was a repori by the Pre-
mier on the state of our Loan Funds and the
cnts, amounting to £800,000.

The Premier: That is not so: there was no
ent.
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Mre. HILT:: In any case, L think members
will agree it is essential that every attention
shounld be given to this question. I should
become popular with the Government, be-
ean=e I am not asking for any great expendi-
ture, but I think I ean point out where grea!
expenditure could be saved. I do not donbt
the sincerity of those members who advocate
monetary reform, but I myself eannot sce
any easy way out of the State’s diffienlties.
Thiz Parliament eannot introduce a  new
monetary system, but it can manage the State
more economieally than it is doing. We sul-
fer disabilities under Federation. We eannor
cut the painter, but the Govermmnont ean
adopt economies jn the interests of the State
nnder Federation, We must all vealise thai
Government money is the people’s money and
that when the Government horrow money the
people must pay intevest, The Government
would he in a happier position it they did not
have to pay out in interest onc-half of their
total revenne. I do not hlame the monetary
system ov the finaneial interests for this.
T agree with the ex-Premier, Mr, Collier, who
oit one oceazton truly said that our troubles
toaday were due fo the reckless horrowine
of the past.  On another oceasion the same
hon. member satd, “We are living in a fool's
paradise; we are borrowing and spendinge
money, hui we are not creating assets to the
value of the money spent.”™ 1 do not hlame
the hankers for the faet that we are fo-day
paving over a million pounds a vear intevest
upon our railways; I blame our predecessors,
who have sat in this House. Our railway
system 15 like Topsy, it has “just zrowed &
1t 15 to a large extent a eombination of vari-
ous pet sehemes of politicians, or groups of
politicians, whose one aim has been to got
the maximuimn railway mileage for themselves.
The Premier on one oceasion said that if we
rould re-lax onr railwavs throueh the wheat-
helt we conld serve the same comntry with a
thowsand miles less of railway line.  Had ous
railways heen laid down properly in the first
place, the interest hil! on them wonld have
heen perhaps £200,000 less than it is fo-day.
Onr predeceszors have passed on fo us 2 rail.
way svstem that has many miles of railway
more than arve necessarv. Tt is over-capital-
ised. difficult fo manage econemically, the
traffic is going the wrong way, and the sys-
tom is severely handieapped in compelition
with motor transport. What are we going
to pass on to our children? Tt is an economir
impossibility to tear up the railways andl
re-lay them. but sahstantial economiez ean
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e effeeted if we consider the problem of
transport as o whole and use our commonsense
and the State’s natural advantages, instead
of aiming to keep down railway mileage. 1
do not forget the first visit of the Minister
for Works to my home on the Nalgan River.
On rending “Hansard” ov the Perth news-
Papers one would at that time bhave imagined
that the welfare of the nniverse depended
upon the extension of the IFremantle Hax-
bour. 1 had no political ambitions then, so
1 listened while the Minister diseusserl
the proposal with the late Mr. Heector
Stewart, M.I.C. and Ar. Burvili, -M.L.C.
The Minister said, **We are not going to
riush ahead with the seheme. It is a ques-
tion of money and we ean borrow only
£4,000,000 a year.”” 1 said nothing, but I
thought, '"Faney u State with a popula-
tion of 404,000 horrowing £4,000,000 a yenr,
or £10 per hiead! When is the erash com-
ing?” T guess Mr. Millington and his ¢ol-
leagues in the Cabinet were glad they were
not in olfice when the erash did come. Our
job fo-day is to get out of this feol’s para-
dise, and when we borrow money we must
he sure it is spent in ereating assets o the
full valne. The Deputy Premier, when
coneluding his Budget speech, said that we
must hushand our resources and utilise
the available money to meet the most ur-
went needs of the community. It the Gov-
ernment arve sincere in their poliey, they
will abolish the present port zone system,
which is based on railway mileage, and re-
place it with zones arranged to effect eco-
nomies in the interests of the whele State.
T shonld like to congratulate the member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Hon, ¥. C. T.
Smith) upon his elevation to the Ministry.
At the same time [ regret that the Govern-
ment did not take the opportunity te carry
out the recommendation of the Federal
Transport Committee, which in 1929 re-
commended that all transport aetivities be
placed under the one Minister, and that
there be a transport authority to study,
administer and co-ordinate all our trans-
port activities. T am afraid it is too much
to hope that the Government will serap the
so-called Transport Board and adopt the
I'ederal Committee’s vecommendations, so
T will point out that ports and railways
must go together. Some ol our ports are
contralled by the Commissioner of Rail-
wavs, and it scems only logical to suggest
that our ports and railways should have
the same Minister. Tt is essential that
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if we are to have economy and eflicieney
with our fransport, we must have unified
cantrol of ports and railways. The Gov-
ernment must economise, so I will draw at-
tention to the faet that they can economisc
on our ports. The first year the Collier
Government were in office, they spent
£4,009,021 of Loan money, out of which
£181,013 was spent on the ports, or 4.4 per
cent. of the Loan expenditure. For 1929-30
the Loan expenditure was £3,693,052, out
of which £263,255, or 7 per cent, was
spent on our ports. In 1935-36, the Loan
expenditure was £2,464,167, out of which
£301,007, or 121 per cent., was spent on
the ports. The loan liability of our ports
is cqual to 7.4 per eent. of our total debt.
Rinre 1924 we have spent £2,448,080 of
T.oan money on the ports, or about as mueh
per head of population as has been spent
per head on the ports of Great Britain.
That expenditure has increased the inter-
est charges on our ports by about £100,000.
One has only to glance at Return No. 17
to see why the Government must use the
Fremantle Harbour Trust ag a taxing ma-
chine. Last year the Trust showed a sar-
plus of £90,408, while the other ports
showed losscs totalling ¢107447, leaving a
deficiency on our ports of £17,435.  TUnless
drastic changes are introduced, our port
charges will have to he considerably in-
ereased. The Federal Transport Committer
in 1929 recommended elosing-down some of
the minor ports, and eoncentratine the
trade on the more suitalle ports by road
and rail transport. That proposal is rather
drastic. We should, however, adopt the
recommendation of Sir figorge Buchanan.
He recommended that the most snitahle ports
be selected, that all political wire-pulling
be cut sut, and the selected ports nlone ho
developed as modern ports. T do not wish
to diseuss the ports of the North-West, he-
eanse that is a problem in iteelf. The
potential agrienltural areas of the State ex-
tend from 100 milez north of Geraldton to
about 100 miles cast of FEsperance. The
four principal ports are Fremantle, Gerald-
ton, Albanv and Esperance. These are all
practieally equally spaeed from each other.
It we were to develop these four ports, we
would have sufficient ports to keep onr rail-
way mileage down to tlie reguisite lowest
posgible level. There would he sufficient
trade to be developed on behalf of the State
to warrant the provision of proper facilities
at each of these four centres. They would
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thos become more atfractive to shipping,
and bring about a hetter co-ordination of
sea and land transport. I was encouraged
to hear the member for South Fremantle
advoeate something which I advoeated in the
Press several vears azo. I refer to his pro-
posal to build a bridge at Fremantle with
native timher and loeal labour. If the mem-
ber for South Tremantle cares to move
that the money it 1s proposed to spend
on the frolley bus =zervice Tbetween
Perth and Claremont be spent on a
new timber |ridee at Fremantle, T
will support him. I hope that the hon.
irember’s remarck that a timher bridge wonld
have a life of 30 years is an indieation that
he realises lhere will be no need to extend
the Fremantle harbour for another 30 vears.
Geraldton has had a million pounds spent
on its port, and Esperance has a new jetty.
Let me examine the position at Albhany.
Some four years ago Sir James Mitchell
referred to the magnificent harbomr at
Albany. Whilst he was doing so, the mem-
her for Bunbury interjected that it was in
the wrong place. T will give members the
facts. Albany’s position in the south
corresponds  with Cleraldton’s posifion in
the north, and Bunbury’s pesition ror-
responds  with the position of Jurien
Bay in the mnorth. When the sogges-
fion was made in  this Chamber  sev-
eral vears age ihat Jurien Bay should
he developed as o port, the present Pre-
miep wisely and emphatienlly siuashed the
iiden by saying, “We eannot have borts all
over the place.”” That is the tronble at ihe
sonthern cnd of (he Siate.  Albany has
natural advanlages, Bunbury has polifical
pn'l-ln,- and the taxpayer has the pleasuve of
footing the bhill. In the Legislafive Couneil
on fhe 15th November, 1932, Nir. Seddon
snid :—

One can only deseribe the roilway system ns
one which has simply grown inte existence.
Any idea of laying it cut a5 a seientific and
co-ordinated system of transport has always
been put in the background. There are certain
portions of the State to which traflie should
naturally gravitate. In attempting to arrange
a scheme for this naturnl gravitation, one comes
across obstacles associated with the eonstrue-
tion of our railways which show that traffic
is really heing diverted in the wrong direction.
As an illusteation of this I will quote the rail-
way from Corrigin to Brookton. The ruling
grade of that railway is 1 in 4. Corrigin is
the centre of a big wheat-growing district. In
the ordinary course of cvents, the wheat traffir

should gravitate from the Corrigin-Brookton
railway, but owing te the faet that the grade
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of that railway is so high, 2 large proportion
of the iraftic goes down to Nirrogin, or up te
Merredin, aud then flows down to the port, in
the one case to Bunbury und in the other to
Fremantle, In both instaneces, the trailic has
to be lifted in the air to eross the Darling
Ranges, amd it then gravitates te the ports.
The naturid way for the traffic to go is to the
ports along such routes s can be obtained to
give the best grade and the lowest costs of
transportation,  Our railway system through
the wheatbelt has not been Inid down in accord-
anee with the naturad lic of the country. Mad
that been done, u very much greater quantity
of wheat would have gravitated to Albany
whieh now goes to Bunbury or Fremantle. Cer-
tain railways have been foisted on the country
by politienl string-pulling, and such railways
have never paid,
Mr. Seddon referred to the Wagin-Bowelling
line as an incubus to the railway system.
When I showed his remarks to the late My,
G. W, Stend, with considerable heat he said,
*That is true.” Mr. Stead explained to me
that the railway officials of the day wanted
the country east of the Great Southern
opened up by a loopline from Beverley to
Mt Barker. He sfated that the haul-
age over the Darling Ranges was not
only ecostly, because it took two engines to
do the work of one, but a double pull was
exerted avound curves, and this haulage on
the skew caused heavy wear and tear and
costly mainfenance both on the rolling stoek
and on the permanent way. Fle also
stated that not only was= the haulage
cheaper along the Great Sonthern line
to  Albany, but that there would be
a  considerable saving in  rolling  stock
if trade were concentrated on  Alhany.
Our present port zones are solely based on
the railwavs whieh have heen foisted on the
country by politiea]  string-pulling.  OQur
natural advantages and ceconomic corsidera-
tiens have been completely ignored. The
caunses of Albany’s decline as a port were in-
vestigated by the Federal Navigation Aet
Roval Commission. The Labour members
of that Commission, Messrs, Anstey, Me-
Hugh and Yates, reported as follows:—
Albany is the finest harbour in Western Aus-
tralia, but the Government of Western Awustra-
lia spent large sums of money and construeted
a liarbour at Bunbury. They then constructed
lateral railways to connect with the Perth-
Albany trunk railwav. Trade was diverted
from Albany to Bunbury. Bunbury progressed:
Albany correspondingly declined.
I am discussing the ports of Western Aus-
tralia. 1 consider it my doty to tell the
Committee the truth ahout the port of Bun-
burv. When the construetion of the har-
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hour ait Bunbury was being discussed with
the late C. Y. 0’Connor, the member for
Bunbury said—

Try the breakwater, if it is not a suecess,

give up all hope of making a port here.
Aly friend lost his seat at the following elee-
tions. The interest due to the Treasury by
the Bunbury Harbour Board to the 30th
June, 1934, wos £105,417. The deficiency
last year was £17,516, and the revenue was
£8,5600, The estimated revenue for this year
iz only £1,500; but the financial position is
not the worst feature of thai port, [ suggest
that the Minister shonid lay on the Table of
the House the original chart of the Bunbury
harbour showing the then low water mark
and the latest soundings of the undredged
portion of the harbonr. Meanbers will then
he able to understand, when they have ex-
amined the chart, why Bunbury was omitted
[rom the Bulk ITandling Bill when it was
first presented to Parliament. Sir George
Buchanan's remurk, “If the port is to be
maintained,” is verv suggestive. He further
reports—

There ave grave digandvantiges attached to the
port. The harbour appears to be steadily fll-
ing up with drifting sand.  There are many
diffieult engineering problems fo be solved be-
fore Boubury can he made a port of note.
Bunbury ean he made a {irst-class port, but
only at great cost Loth for construction and
maintenance.  Whether it would be politie tu
spendd the large sums requived is o matter for
consideration hy the Government, Tt would
be cheaper to build railwaxs to Albany than
to develop Bunbury,

Fonr years ago the then Premier, Sir James
Mitehell, in a sprech in the House said—

At Albany, the harbonr being a natural one,
fortunately not much expense is incurred, but
at Bunbury tremendous expense must be in-
curred to keep the harbeur open for shipping.

The first instalment of that tremendous ex-
penditure was £161,4100, or £7,000 more than
the total loan expenditure at Alhany since
1846. Tn 1933 the Premier, Mr. Collier, told
the House that he was not confident of the
result of the expenditure at Bunbury, wheve
there had always been trouble with silting
and in other ways. He admitted i might
he a Kathleen Mavourneen expendifure. In
the “West Australian” of the 21st July last
Mr. F. W. Roherts, Chairman of the Bun-
bury Harbour Trust, is veported fo have
said :—

Although  the Governmenl were .doing its
best to provide the necessary facilities to en-
able the port of Bunbury to handle its natural
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trade and was spending a great deal of money
it was taking the Government all ite time to
keep the port open. He had seen that morning
a report of the dredging operations, which
showed that the channel had considerably im-
proved, but there was still a great deal of work
to be done.

In the next issue of the “West Australian”
Mr. Roberts is reported as follows:—

He fully appreciated the fact that the Gov-
ernment had as much as it could do to find
£70,000 a year, which it was now making avail-
able to provide facilities to keep fhe port
actively engaged in handling the existing trade,
and providing improvements in dredging; but
it was cssential that in the near future in-
creagsed financial help should be fortheoming to
provide additional faeilities.

Last year £50,000 was voted, and £79,517
1Is. 11d. of lean money was spent at Bun-
bury. The expenditure since 192} has been
£242,579. In return for that enormous ex-
penditure there is not one foot more of
berthing space available, and the depth ot
water to-day is only 26ft. compared with
27ft. 6in. when I was in Bunbury in 1929
This is the port which under the present
port zone system the Great Southern must
use instead of the port provided for that
arez by nature. The producers in the Bun-
bury zone save about 1s. per ton by sending
their wheat to Bunbury instead of +to
Albany., I cannot say what it eosts the tax-
payers to save that amount, but I feel safe
in saying that the State lost £30,000 last
year heeanse at the request of the Govern-
ment the super works were crected at Picton
instead of on the waterfront at Albany. In
1929 the present Premier, when speaking at
Ferguson, near Bunhury, stated that the
problem of providing additional acecommeoda-
tion at Bunbury was causing the Govern-
nment grave concern, hut that was not his
business. Now that it is his business to
husband our resources, and utilise the money
available to meet the most pressing needs of
the community, I should like to point ont
that there is no need for the Government to
he gravely concerned over the provision of
additional accommodation at Bunbuory, be-
canse except for the timber trade the Bun-
bory rone can he far more economically
served by the perts of Fremantle and
Albany.

Mr. Crozs: You are jealous.

Mr. HILL: T am not. I am merely stating
facts, The Government on the recommenda-
tion of the Transport Board are subsidising
a motor service hetween Bovup Brook ani
Cranbrook, to kecep down the capital ex-
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penditure on our railways. I sugmest that
the Government adjust the railway rates to
encourage the transport of wheat which now
zoes over the Darling Range to Boobury to
travel by the Great Southern railway to its
natural port of Albany. We want to keep
down the expenditure at our ports. By con-
centrating the trade on the one port, con-
siderable savings will be effected by having
one port terminal for bulk handling facili-
ties instead of two. This will mean reduneed
overhead expenditure and handling charges.
Tn the third place it will provide relief from
the eonzestion on the Collie-Brunswick sec-
tion, and in the fourth place the accommoda-
tion now lying idle at Albany will earn rev-
enue for the State. Last year the 21 berths
at Fremanile earned £246,890, while the six
berths at Albany earned only £934. Sinece
1924 the following amounts have been spent
at our main ports:—Geraldton, £831,027;
Fremantle, £1,123,600; Bunbury, £243,579;
and Albany £1,259. The maintenance and
dredging during that period cost in the case
of Geraldton £429, Fremantle £90,232, Bun-
bury £81,666 and Albany nil. The expendi-
ture at TFremantle has not inereased the
denth or berthing accommeodation, but it has
mereased the interest charges by £43,061.
The expenditure at Bunbury has provided
an extension to the breakwater, and a groyne
which might stop some of the silting for a
time. There is no increase in the berthing
accommodation; and in spite of the expendi-
ture of £81,666 on dredging, the depth to
which a ship may load is now only 26 feet
compared with originally 27fi. 6in. The
loan liability of the ports and interest
charged last year were—

Loan. Interest.

£ £
Fremantle 3,412,578 126,680
Bunbury 676,734 25,009
Albany 153,292 5,665

On those fizures T might be justified in ask-
ing for expenditure at Albany, but I am not
asking the Government to spend money; I
am pointing out how they could save money
by taking advantage of the economie faet
that extra railage to a natural harbour is
more cconomical than interest and mainten-
ance on a constructed harbour. If the Gov-
ernment desire to effect economies in the in-
terests of the State, they will adopt the
recommendations of cxperts and concentrate
the trade on the more suitable ports. I
realise that extra accommaodation will in the
future have to be provided for the State. At
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Albany miles of wharves can be construeted
for u traction of what it will cost in other
parts of the State. There is still another
aspect. Since 1826, in peace and in war, the
British Admiralty have persistently used
Albany as their port for Western Anstrolia.
The attemipts to make Fremuntle the
naval port, instead of Albany, have cost
£1,300,000; and in return for that enormous
expenditure the taxpayers have to pay over
£50,000 g year in interest, and Western Aus-
tralia, instead of having probably the lead-
ing naval port of Australia, has two white
elephants, the Fremantle dock and the
Henderson Naval Base. 1 do not think I
shall betray an officin]l sceret when I say
that in the event of war Albany will
be used as it was used during the last
war; that is, as a base for the ships neces-
sary to protect the trade rvoutes which
converge at Albany, and a: a place of
assembly for convoy. Some yvears ago I
wrote an article on our naval defence. I
suggested that the State and Commonwealth
eo-operate to develop Albany as a commer-
cial and nava] port. Copies of this article
were sent to the Prime Minister and Federal
Government. The official reply was, “The
Commonwealth Government realised the im-
portance of ports, hut the constroction of
ships had to have prior consideration. The
Commonwealth Government would, however,
assist the State Government or private enter
prise to construet a dock at Fremantle or
Albany; prefernbly at Albany.” I have the
best of reasons for believing that the Com-
monwealth Covernment would eo-operate
with the State Government to further de-
velop Albany. It will be to the advantage
of the State, the Commonwealth and the
Empire to utilisc the natoral advantages of
Albany. Money for all purposes is limited ;
and while poris are important a naval port
iz only useful for what the fleet can acecom-
plisk outside of it, and a commereial port
is only usefu] for the country at the back of
it. Whenever possible, mnatural harbours
should be used, because construeted harbours
are not only enorinously eostly to construet,
but are almost invariably costly to maintain.
Germany lost the war because she spent
money on her ports at the expense of her
fleet, while England economised on her ports
for the benefit of her fleet. Our ports will
not be of much use to us if our transport
charges are so high that our producers can-
not compete in the markets of the world.
We must economise on our ports for the
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benelit of our producers. When our present
Premier asked the super companies to erect
super works at Picton, he overlooked the faet
that while 80 per cent. of the trucks required
lor the South-West uust be landed empty
from the metropolitan aren, 95 per cent. of
the trucks to Albany are hauled away empty,
Just o little oversight, which resuifed in &
loss of something like £20,000 to the Railway
Department last year, and delaycd deliveries
of super to the farmers. Similarly, when
the hon. gentleman fixed the port zone boun-
daries, hie ignored the fact that we must pay
for harbour eonstruction and maintenance s
well as railage; and while Albany is one of
the finest harbours in the world, with ample
depth and accommodation, the Bunbury hax-
bour is steadily silting up, and is a big sand
bank with a dredged channet alongside the
jetty. Are we going to pass on these blun-
ders to posterity and neglect our resources
and use the money available in fizhting na-
ture, or are we going to husband ocur rve-
sources and use the money available in meet-
ing the most urgent and important needs of
the community? As it will be to the benefit
of the whole State for the Great Southern
distriet to draw its super supplies from
Albany, so will it be to the advantage of
the whole State for the bulk handling faeili-
ties for the Great Southern distriet to be
put at Albany and te eut out Bunbury as
a bulk handling port. To justify this de-
finite statement, I ask that the Government
lay on the Table charts of Albany and Bun-
bury showing the original and the present
depths.

Mr. Withers: And charts of the hinterland
as well.

Mr. HILL: Yes. No further argu-
ment will be needed. We must all
realise that the State is right up against
it finaneially and that for many years the
strietest economy mwust be practised, and,
further, that it is to our primary producers
we must look for the State's prosperity. We
must keep producers on their holdings on the
groups at Denmark and on their stations n
the North-West and instead of trying to run
the country for the benefit of the ports, we
must realise that our first eonsideration must
be to provide our producers with export
facilities at the lowest possible cost. I have
here returns for a consignment of 53 cases
of applies whieh I exported on econsignment
this year. These refurns are typical for this
season. The fruit realised abont £26, Aus-
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tralian, in London. .\fter paying all ex-
penses I received about £3 8s, for my 12
months’ work. These figures show how the
producer carries the community, and how
essential it iz that costs of production and
transport be reduced. We cannot reduce
costs without effecting economies in the inter
est of the whole State, and I have shown
one way in which such economies ean he
effected. We must also realise that econo-
mies will not be effected without sacrifiees in
some guarters, but we must consider the
State as a whole, and not selfish and puro-
chial ambitions. Another asset that we must
use more is our tourist asset. I was verv
disappointed to see that the tourist vote is
only increased by £279. The value of this
trade is, I am afraid, eonsiderably under-
estimated by the Government, The
Tourist Burean may not be a revenue-earn-
ing coneern itself, but practically all other
Government departments stand to benefit by
the tourist trade. A few days ago I went
to the Tourist Bureau for some literature
to send to South Australia and could not
get any worth having. T hope that the Gov-
ernment will be able to inerease the Tourist
Vote, sufficiently to provide literature
worthy to advertise the State and to sub-
sidise the local tourist organisations. I am
sure that money spent in this mannper will
be repaid many times over by increased rev-
enne to other departments.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [5.8]: I regret
that I endeavoured to make the pace too
hot a while ago, but probably I was flarried
by the overloaded state of the Notice Paper.
During the Address-in-reply I missed the

opportunity of saying what I wished
to say. With the permission of the
House T shall mow endeavour to state
my case. In the course of the Address-

in-reply discussion several members, in-
cluding the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) and several members opposite,
dealt with emergency taxation, and called
attention to the fact of the shortage of
revenne and the necessity for raising addi-
tional funds in order to help along the vari-
ous activities of the State. Some hon. mem-
bers have suggested that we further gradu-
ate the seale of emergency taxation dealing
with incomes of over £500 a year. I sug-
gest to the Chamber that there is one avenue
of taxation which up to the present has been
hardly touched—our goldmining industry, I
do not make that observation with any but
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the best of feelings toward the goldmining
industry, the importance of which to the
State as a whole I fully appreciate. How-
ever, steps are being laken by the Govern-
ment to reduce taxation on industries that
may be described as up against it. Here
is an industry that is prospering.

Mr, Cross: You are giving us some credit.

Mr. THORN: I am not giving it to the
hon. member interjecting.  If that hon.
member looks after South Perth, he will
be doing all right. Further revenue could
be raised from this sonrce. South Africa
to-day is raising considerably more than we
are from goldmining. The Ministry
should go imto the question and ascer-
tain whether it is not possible to obtain
further taxation from the goldmining in-
dustry. The effect of exchange is often
queted here, but I want to speak on that
phase from the primary producer’s point
of view. My honest opinion is that the pri-
mary producer of Western Australia has de-
rived very little benefit indeed from the ex-
change. I want to make that point in this
way—that, as a producer, I find that our
commeodities on the London market have
fallen in price commensarately with the
exchange. Far lower prices are being
receeived by us in many direetions. I am
sare the apple-growers will back me
up in this statement which [ know to be
true alse from the point of view of
the dried-fruit grower, as well as from
that of many other of our primary produe-
ers. They will agree that so far as primary
producers benefit from the 25 per cent. ex-
change, their commodities on the London
market have fallen in price to the same
extent. That is what I mean, and I do
not wish to be misunderstood.

Mr. Cross: The primary producers have
a big organisation which absolutely insists
on this.

Mr. THORX: I do not understand the
interjeetion. I know the hon. member in-
terjecting is an authority on everything—in
his own mind.

Mr. Cross: You've made absurd state-
ments.

Mr. THORX : The position of the farm-
ing community has been disenssed here
many times, as alse the question of the
rehabilitation of the farming indastry.
Unguestionably all schemes of rehabilita-
tion require finance. That is a fact I fully
realise. However, in my opinion, cne of
the best methods of rehabilitating the far-
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ming industry to-day is to bring in farmers
from all the outlying areas, the doubtful
areas where there is no assured rainfall,
where farming is positively a gamble. I
refer especially to the eastern wheatbelt.
Let us bring in the farmers from such
distriets, and let us see if we cannot place
them on abandoned farms in areas where
the farmer has a sporting chanee of mak-
ing good. In making that suggestion I
fully appreciate that to carry it out re-
quires finance; but the sooner we are able
to do it, the better it will be for the wel-
fare of the farming community and for the
State as a whole. I know that shifting the
farmers means that they will have to be
financed in some measure to make a fresh
start. However, I make the suggestion for
the consideration of the Government. I
am sorry to note that the Federal Govern-
ment heve reduced the manure bonus to
farmers by 5s. That bonus represenied a
great help to the farming community of
Western Australia. In the Federal Budget
it is pointed out that relief is being given
to this industry and that industry in the
way of reduced taxation. The induvstries
that are being given relief are all city
industries. The best that can be said, in
this respect, abont the farming industry
is that the bonus of 15s. per ton which was
being given with regard to saperphosphate
has been redueed to 10s. That is all the
farming community got out of it. That
bonus was of great benefit to the farmers,
for it allowed them to go in more exten-
sively for the application of super., enabled
them to topdress their pastures, bunild up
their herds, develop a better class of fat
flamb, and so on. And now their bonus
has been reduced to 10s. per ton. I protest
against that action by the Federal Govern-
ment who should have continued the bonus
at the rate of 15s. per ton. Next I will
touch on the position regarding fruit mar-
keting, which was mentioned by the mem-
ber for Albany. The low prices obtainable
in the markets to-day make it almost im-
possible for the fruitgrower to secure a
living from his holding. We had not pre-
viously experienced prices as low as those
that rule to-day, not within the past 12
years or more. When the scheme was pro-
pounded for housing all the markets under
one roof, I thought it was a fine idea. In
the early days we had to dodge from the
markets in James-street to those in East

[ASSEMBLY.]

Perth and elsewhere. Now we find, how-
ever, that the result of having all the
markets under ome roof is to place full
power in the hands of the buyers. They
move about in groups and know cxactly
what is available. There is little opposi-
tion and the system of auetioning i1s ““up
to mud.” The producers receive very
little for their fruit.

Mr. Warner: The copsumers pay enough
for it.

Mr. THORN: That is so. I do not exag-
gerate at all when I say that many growers
in the Swan distriet have not averaged half
a erown for an open case of 60 lbs. of
grapes, and out of that return they have
had to pay cartage, packing and other pro-
duetion costs. I do not know how much
longer they will be able to continue oper-
ating if suech prices rule.

Mr. Lambert: The growers should have
the right tc nominate their own auction-
eer.

Mr. THORN: If it were not that the
growers have other dide lines, such ag
dried fruits, they could not carry on. I
am pleased to acknowledge that the market
in London for our dried fruits iz much
brighter to-day.

Mr, Patrick: Is that not due o conditions
in other countries?

Mr. THORN: No doubt it is due to that.
Everyone regrets the unfortunate position
in Spain to-day, although we have to agree
that the revolution in that eountry has been
the means of stabilising the price of dried
fruits in London. Some of our lines were
sold as soon as they reached London. That
was due to doubts regarding Spain market-
ing her erop this season. Another develop-
ment has been tbe participation by the large
city emporiums in the selling of fruit. T do
not know that that has been of any advant-
age to the industry. That trade legitimately
belongs to the fruiterers. When the repre-
sentatives of the large emporiums boy sop-
plies, they bargain for what they require
and naturally get their supplies as cheaply
as possible. Too often they are content to
sell the fruit at a loss because that section
of their business is merely to attract atten-
tion and, in consequence of the practice, the
growers suffer, Naturally the man who is
legitimately employed tin the fruit-selling
business has to seeure his supplies as
cheaply as possible otherwise he cannot
carry on, so that phase does not assist the
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industry to any cxtent. We have heard a
lot of discussion about the James ease and
the referendum suggested by the Common-
wealth Government as the best method to be
adopted to deal with the situation that has
arisen in consequence of the Privy Couneil
decision. 1When Y was in Melbourne, I dis-
cussed the effect of the decision with those
interesied in the business. They stated de-
finitely that the excise proposal would meet
the situation. I was pleased to note that the
Minister for Works supported the excise
scheme when it was considered at a recent
conference in Adelaide. Nevertheless, we
should be very careful in dealing with the
question, and we should not be too keen to
express an opinion until we find out what
are the intentions of the Commonwealth
Government, I would remind members that
a year or two ago a referendum was held in
Western Australia on the secession issue and
by a large majority the people declared in
favour of seeession. Now we find various
organisations committing themselves to the
latest proposal to give the Commonwealth
Government additional] power. T do not
know how they can justify that eourse. I
am of opinion that if we ean sequre some
scheme that will fill the bill, the last thing
we should agree to do is to give the Com-
monwealth Government further power by
means of an amendment to the Constitution.
Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. THORN: I do pot helieve in agreeing
to anything of the sort, nor do I think it
necessary. We shounld  examine every
avenue possible in an endeavour to bridge
the gap without providing the Common-
wealth Government with additional power.
How often has it been stated in this Cham-
ber when we have amended legislation, “If
I bad only known that that was to be the
effect of the amendment, I would not have
voted for it.” We may be in that position
again if we agree to alter the Federal Con-
stitution.

Mr. Lambhert: At the same time, we must
have uniformity.

Mr. THORN : There may be other methods
by which we ean secure uniformity. Natur-
ally the Commonwealth Government will not
admit that there may be other methods be-
cause their sole object is to secure more and
more DOWer.

Mr, Lambert: The only other way by
which we ean secure uniformity is to
adopt the course pursued in Spain.

1003

Mr. THORXN: I would not suggest that
for one moment.

Hon. P. Collier: They ean mect the whole
marketing difficulty as a result of the Privy
Council deeision without any anvirdment to
the Constitution whatever.

Mr. THORN: I am glad to hear the mem-
ber for Boulder make that statement, With
his experience and his knowledge of the
Federal Constitution and State legislation,
he should be in a position to know.

Mr. Patrick: But the point is whether the
Federal Parliament would support ii.

The Minister for Works: They have not
been asked to support it.

Mr. Patrick: No.

Mr. THORN; There is vne other matter I
wish to deal with before proceeding to eom-
ment on & matter of importance to the
people of Wooroloo. 1 desire to  bring
under the notice of the Minister for Agri-
culture the faet that about two years ago
an amendment of the Fruit Cases Act was
introduced in this Chamber the object of
which was to enable fruit to be forwarded
in seecond-hand cases. After the matter had
been fully discussed in this Chamber, we
approved of the Bill and it was transmitted
to the Legislative Council. There members
disoussed it at length and after they had
approved of the Bill, it became law. The
following season certain fruitgrowers in the
South-West, who counld not make use of the
provisions of the amended legislation, passed
a resolution at their conference in opposition
to the Act with the result that what Parlia-
ment had agreed to 12 months previously
was undone by means of a regulation. I
protest against that procedure, and every
member should join with me in my objec
tion. What is the use of members sitting in
Parliament as representatives of the people
only to have their legislative decisions set
aside by means of regulations?

Hon. C. G. Latham: But an Act cannot
be amended by means of a regulation.

Mr. THORN: That Aect, was, in effect,
amended by the regulation.

Mr. Lambert: If you want to rectify that
Position, you must amend the Interpretation
Act.

Mr. THORN: The result of the regula-
tion was that fruit eculd not he forwarded
over certain lines in seeond-hand cases, and
the only fruit that eould be forwarded in
snch cases was grapes that could be sent
over the goldfields railway. Formerly we
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agreed that fimit could be sent over other
sections to centres north of the 33rd parallel.
The people in my electorate were not inter-
fered with, so I have no axe to grind in this
matter. If Parliament passes legislation
and it can be altered in its application by
wmeans of u regulation, then the decision of
Parliament is over-ridden, and I do not like
that sort of thing. Too much is done by
means of regulations. I realise it is neces-
sary for Ministers to have power to make
regulations so that they ean administer Aects,
but we do mnot expect what Parliament has
determined to be altered by that means.
Turning now fo the.report of the special de-
partmental committee appointed to inquire
the Wooroloo lazaret question, the Min-
ister for Health has adopted a friendly and
gentlemanly attitude in dealing with depu-
tations and requests in fthat conmection and
has done his best to meet the protests of the
residents of that centre. I think it it beyond
any shadow of doult that the committee was
set up—apart from onc outside doctor, the
personnel consisted of civil servants—to jus-
tify the retention of the lazaret at Wooroloo.
In a leading article im the “West Austra-
lian” the following appeared:—

It seems fairly evident that Wooroloo is to

be kept as the permanent home for the lazaret
in the future.
That is how it appeals to me and the resi-
dents are up in arms about it. If we ecan
take any netice of the report presented by
the committee and of medieal opinien, we
can come to the conclusion only that there is
no need to house lepers at all, and that they
should be allowed to run loose. That seemed
to be the medical opinion cxpressed by the
officials of the department, by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, and other medieal
men, They indicated that leprosy is sneh a
common and non-infections disease that we
can allow the patients to run around gquite
freely.

The Minisler for Health: T have not been
able to find that statement in the report.

Mr. THORN: I{ has been made.

The Minister for Health: Not in the re-
port.

Mr. THORN: But by medical men,

The Minister for Health: I am not speak-
ing of that.

Mr. THORN: Did not the report state
that in other eountries the lepers were per-
mitted out on parole; they were not
housed bat were allowed to roam the straets?
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The Minister for Health: But the com-
mittee did not suggest that that should be
allowed here.

Mr. THORN: No; what I said was that,
on the report of the committee, we might
as well allow them to do it here. Last Satur-
day week I went to Wooroloo and can say
that the housing of the lepers is very poor
indeed. Their houses reminded me of brick
pill-boxes. In the summer months those
people must suffer agony. I do not know
hew they esn occupy those houses. They
are located in a gully of ironstone conglom-
erate and are surrounded by timber, and
they must soffer tremendously in the sum-
mer. The septie fank is still out of order
and the stench was frightful. For a septic
tank at a sanatorium to be in that eondi-
tion is a erying disgrace. If it belonged to
a private person he would he prosecuted.
According to the veport, the tank bhas been
ount of order for the last 15 years. The com-
mittee stated that the lazaret was within
200 yards of a septic tank. That was one
of the complainis. It is {he shortest 200
vards I have ever stepped. I appeal to the
Minister to give further consideration to the
requests of the residents of Wooraloo and
spe if it is not possible to have the lazaret
removed. The committee reported that the
accommodation was far from sufficient to
house the patients, If the Government are
guided by the commitiee, further houses will
be built there. I hope that before the Gov-
ernment think of inecreasing the housing for
the lepers at Wooroloo, they will consider
removing them to a better environment. The
report stated that one settler who had com-
plained bitterly had bought more land adja-
cenl to the sanatorinm and had built an-
other house. I have the authority of that
goentleman to state that he has not bought
another square yard of land, but that owing
fo a son marrying it was necessary to pro-
vide accommodation for himn. Yet the com-
mittee fried to make it appear that that
gentleman had such faith in the Aistriet that
he had increased the area of his farm and
built a new house. Thai statement absn-
lutely misrepresented the facts. ‘The report
further stated that the residents had noi
eome forward to give evidence, as was ex-
pected. Those who gave evidence com-
plained bitterly of the manner in which they
were treated. The chairman of the Mun-
daring Road Board said that he had been
kept waiting in the cold for three honrs
hefore the committee were prepared to see
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him. Several protest meetings had been
held in Wooroloo and a very active progress
association was in existence, and natarally
the spokesmen were appointed at a public
meeting. Was not that the right way to
deal with the question? We did not want
evervone in the town ruoning along te give
evidence. That would be only a waste of
time. The mecting appointed aceredited
representatives and they tendered evidence
on behalf of the residents. I hope that be-
fore the Minister decides to adopt the re-
commendations of the ecommittee, he will ¢on-
sider my suggestions made previously in
this Chamber that the lepers should be aceom-
irodated in mere pleasant surroundings. I
suggested a coastal area. Onc mwember of
the committee asked a patient whether he
would like to live on an island, and the
patient replied, “No, not alene.” Naturally,
the patients would not like to be placed on
an island. The questions put were all pre-
pared beforeband and very pointed. I sue-
gest that the lepers could be placed on a
coastal area where they could indulge in fish-
ing shooting and gardening. They are so
enclosed and their outlook is so dull and ur-
attractive that they were fighting amongst
themselves. There are only six lepers,
but they are at loggerheads because they
are so econfined. It would be a humane aci
on the part of the Government to remcve
them to more pleasant and open sur-
roundings. The residents of Wooreloo who
are engaged in fruit-growing dairying and
gimilar industries feel that they are suffer-
ing in the marketing of their produee be-
cause the general public know of the exist-
ence of the lazaret in the distriet. I hope
it will be possible for the Minister to most
the requests of the residents and move the
lazaret from Wooroloo.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [3.38]: I re-
gret that it is neeessary onee more to men-
tion the difficulties confronting the settlers
at Bickley. It is a remarkable commentary
on the lack of sympathy by the Government
to people engaged in small farming that, no
matter how great their difficulties, no con-
sideration whatever has been extended to
them. I have spoken on this matier on
several oceasions and, although the Govern-
ment appeared to he sympathetic in words,
action has never heen taken to alleviate the
distress being suffered by those people. In
the district are many people who for the
past 20 years had recularly paid their road
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board rates, and it ix siguificant of the Jdith-
culties they ure facing that this year maost of
them are unable to pay their rates. The
road Iward will probably have to consider
presenting & request to the Minister for
Works ta enable the rates Lo he written-ofl.
That is net a good thing for the distriet.
The prolMem of mnaintaining roads in such
centres, where the rainfall is heavy, is always
great, and | think the Government should
have shown some praciienl =ympathy by
assisting those Bickley =eftlers who are in
such straits to-day. It would <eem that the
only means whereby rvelief cun be obtained
from the Government is by a lavge number
of people getting together and speaking with
a very lond voiee, but it does not ellow that
the justice of the ease is the deeiding factor.
The position at Bickley definitely does eall
for help. The Deputy Premier and other
members of the Government have spoken
feelingly of the treatment received by the
State at the hands of the Federal Govern-
ment, and it would be well if the State Gov-
crnment gave consideration to the needs of
those settlers, especially as a comparatively
small sum would have cnabled them to pur-
chase fertiliser and provide sustenance where
neeessary. A small amount has been ob-
tained for distribution by way of sustenance,
hut that will not overcome the difficulty. I
ask, even at this late hour, that the Govern-
ment should deal with the wmatter fairly.
The provision of a reasonable sum would de
an immense amount of good, and unquestion-
ably the money should be found. The in-
difference shown by the Governmeni is a
very sad reflection on their regard for the
small man, than whom there is no more
valuable scttler or citizen in the State. The
small settler appears to be treated unfairly
in every instance. The member for Toodyay
(Mr. Thorn) drew attention.to the subsidy
provided for fertilisers. The subsidy is paid
on a tonnage basis. The small farmer does
not buy very mueh fertiliser, but he has to
pay a high priee for what he does use, which
is a speeial fertiliser. The subsidy should
he paid not on tonnage but on value. There
is another matter relating to the outer sub-
urban areas on which I desire to speak, and
that is the poor consideration given to resi-
dents of Mundaring Weir in  the matier of
transport facilities. A member of the Trans-
port Board has been approached on this
nmatter, but he was definite in the statement
that the request for a motor bus to Tun from
Mundaring Weir theough Mundaring to
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Midland Junection on occasion would not be
granted. The reason given was that if a
motor bus were allowed to run, certain peo-
ple in Mundaring would use it to the detri-
ment of the train service. Why should Mun-
daring be specifically selected for this anfair
treatment? It is speecifically selected because
there are many other centres having both
train and tram facilities.

Mr. Mann: Claremont, for instance.

Mr. SAMPSON: The people of Clare-
mont are not satisfied with trams and trains
but must have trolley buses, and an immense
amount of money is to be thrown into the air
to provide trolley buses for them. How
those responsible ean justify such an atti-
tude, I cannot understand. It is a positive
scandal that money should be provided for
an additional scrvice to a distriet where there
is already good transport service.

The Premier: A rotten service.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A very good service.

Mr. SAMPSON: Alternatively, it would
be quite easy for the Transport Board to
allow private enterprise to provide facilities.

The Premier: That is where your in-
formation eame from.

Mr. SAMPSON : There is justification for
championing the eause of private enterprise,
when such a large sum of money is at stake.

The Premier: When any sum of money i=
at stake.

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes. The Governnent can
find £84,000 for a service at Claremont which
private enterprise is prepared to supply,
while the people at Bickley ean be in a state
of semi-starvation, unable to buy fertiliser,
and the Government refuse to provide them
with any help. That is most unfair.

The Premier: It is a different prineiple
altogether,

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a prineiple of
throwing away ‘money in one instance and
refusing to assist a deserving body of people
in another.

The Premier: Whe is throwing away
mongy? What a ridiculous statement te
make!

Mr. SAMPSON: T say it is throwing away
money when money is unnecessarily ex-
pended.

The Premier: Tt is not being unpecessarily
expended.

My. SAMPSON: Private enterprise would
find motor buses and give an excellent ser
viee at Claremont. Someone has said.
““What about Collie coal and using our own
fuel?” Tt is a matter possibly only of a
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few months, perhaps a few weeks, before
there will be a new kind of fuel used in
motor buses. Already in the wheat districts
ehareoal is being used in gas-producer plants,
and tractors are heing operated by that
means.

The I'remier: That has been the case for
six years, to my knowledge.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is being improved

upon all the time. The Government
should pause before approving the
expenditure of large sums of money

like this, particularly in view of the fact
that the finaneial position is smeh as has
been pointed out by the Deputy Premier on
different orcnsions, The seriousness of that
position is due largely to the refusal of the
Tederal Government to find the amount
which previously was found to assist the
State and which I think they should con-
tinue to find; although the waste of publie
money on the proposed trolley buses to Clare-
mont might he regarded as justification by
any authority with & sense of responsibility
for refusing to advance money to the State,
I feel the more strongly on this point be-
gause the Government have been so negleet-
ful of the serious needs of the people at
Bickley. Why are they not considered?
Everyone knows how they are suffering, how
the public have subscribed money for their
assistaneo, and that the Lotterics Commis-
sion have found three diffcrent sums of
money to help them; but their crop is not
yet available, and they have not yet recoy-
ered from the cffeets of the storm. Would it
have heen a great sacrifice on the part of the
Government if, instead of deciding to spend
well on towards £100,000 in Claremont for
an unnecessary facility, they had provided a
fraetion of that sum to help the striving set-
tlers in the hills distriet?

Mr. Withers: This is not the question yon
desired to stress the last time you spoke?

Mr. SAMPSON: T have stressed it on dif-
ferent occasions. The member for Bunbury,
who is usually fairly loquacious, has never
said one word to assist me in the matter
He has in his district many settlers of
importance, though they have not had the
same misfortanes to face ns the settlers at
Bickler, following the disastrous storm. 1T
am positively ashamed of the attitnde whieh
has heen adopted by those who had it in
their power, and still have it in their power,
to help the Bickley people. I desire to
speak about the transport facilities to and



[6 Ocroser, 1936.]

from Mundaring Weir. There is a very
meagre time-table. As a2 matter of faet, only
a meagre time-table is justified. I would
be the last one to suggest to the Minister
for Railways that the time-table should be
extended, that additional trains should be
provided which the amount of traffie did not
warrant, but the position at Mundaring Weir
is nost inconvenient. On Wednesday a train
leaves the weir at 10.39, and another at 4.40
p-m.  On Saturday there is a train from
the weir at 5.15. This service 1s most incon-
venient.

Mr. Cross: How many thousands of people
live there{

Mr. SAMPSON: There are not many. I
am not urging that additional trains should
be ran. I do not know that they would he
Jusiified. What I am urging is that the
case should be ¢onsidered on its merits, and
if the people living in the distriets are able
to arrange for a motor bus serviee, such
a service should be permitted to operate.

The Premier: Just the same as if another
newspaper were to be started in Mullewn,
vou would welcome it with open arms,

Mr. SBAMPSON: There might be justifi-
cation for a new paper at Geraldton. I am
inelined to think there is, but although I
do not desire to say anc word against Mul-
lewa, if anyone is anxious to acquire a
newspaper there, my time for appointments
is all day and all night. The argument
used by the member of the Transport
Board with whom I discussed this mubter
regarding Mundaring Weir is that if the
motor hus which operates as far as Darling-
ten eould continue to Mundaring Weir, on
its return trip to Midland Junction, it
would pick up some of the Mundaring
traffie. Why should it not do so? The
people of Mundaring are taxpayers, and
are striving to develop that outer suburb,
but everything possible, it seems, is done
to prevent that development. I should like
to give some details in respect of the need
for better transport facilities for the
people at Mundaring Weir.

The Minister for Mines: I was there the
other day and could not get ont because
of the heavy traffic.

Mr. SAMPSOX: The Minisier can go
their in plutocratiec fashion, but the people
of Mundaring bhave to use the popular
method of transport. T want to urge that
those in eontrol of the Transport Act
should view this question in a reasonable
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way. The Mundaring Weir people are not
being treated fairly. They are anxious to
make an arrangement wherebhy they may
do their shopping or enjoy a visit to the
¢ity on occasions. Why should they not be
permitted to do so? They can leave the
Weir by train at 440 and arrive in the
city two hours later. But they are not
able to return on the same night. Leav-
ing by the 10.3Y a.n train they arrive in
the e¢ity at 12.23-—that is, on Wednesday—
and it is possible for them te return at
3.25 p.m., but only as far as Mundaring,
which 15 reached at 6.39. I commend the
Minister for Railways for having arranged
for the morning trains to leave Mundaring
at 643 and 742, Both are conveni-
ent and well patronised. But why should
the Transport Board say ‘*No, we will not
allow you to have a motor bus scrvice.”’

The Premicr: Breause the Aet gives the
Board that power.

My, SAMPEON: The Transport Board
needs to have its personnel changed. The
attitnde adopted hy the board at present
is wrong.

The Premicer: If there were a proposal
to pull up the railway line to the weir
vou would shed tears all over the Cham-
ber.

Mr. SAMPSON: No snch proposal is
ever likely to be made. I advocated the
carly Mundaring trains and they are now
a boon, but there is no justification for the
antoeratic attitude being adopted by the
Transport Board towards the people of
Mundaring Weir who are cut off from the
rest of the world. I know the Premier is
speaking as the ex-Minister for Railways.

The Premier: No, I am not.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Bui he cannot seriously
commeng this dogmatic attitude on the part
of the Transport Board. In the past I have
stood up for the board, but there is mno
longer any justification for doimg so.

Mr. Cross: Are there 50 people who daily
would go to and fro between Perth and
Mundaring Weir?

Mr. SAMPSON: About that.

Mr, Cross: Then ome truck would shift
the lot.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is so. We do not
ask the Government to spend any money on
it. I have never asked that additional trains
be run to the weir. If the railway time-
table were reviewed, money could be saved,
becanse empty trains ate being unnecessarily
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hauled along different lines, If we had a
better train serviee, or if we had the buses,
more people would be attracted to Mundar-
ing. When anything is done to suit the
outer suburbs it spells improvement in the
eity.

The Premier: Provided it is done by pri-
vate enterprise, not as a public utility.

Mr. SAMPSON: I could not ask {he Pre-
mier to allow a fast steam coach to Tun
down to Mundaring Weir, because it would
not pay. We can look to that ourselves
if the Minpister will see to it that those in
the road of progress are removed out of the
road of progress.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why not run over
them with your steam coach?

Mr. SAMPSON: We asked for a bus ser-
vice to leave the weir at 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day and various other times, which could have
been done without expense to the Treasury.
However, 1 will leave that suggestion in the
hope, a very faint one, that some considera-
tion will be extended to the needs of those
pecople.  Apart from some soft words we have
not got anywhere up to the present, whereas
other centres have both train and bus,
Claremont indeed having train and buos and
tram. I have been asked to tnake no reflee-
tion on the train which leaves Perth at 1
p.m. for Mundaring. Bul there is another
train, the arrangements for which show a
deadly antipathy towards Mundaring, That
train leaves Midland Junction at 45 p.m.,
and goes only to Glen Forrest. There the
children for Mundaring, if they have
boarded that train, have to leave it and
make their way home. Generally they re-
main at Midland Junction until 6 p.m. be-
fore entraining for home. If that 4.5 pm.
train left 25 iinutes earlier the children
of Mundaring could be served, and the
workers at Boya eould be picked up on re-
furn. I am with the member for Middle
Swan (Mr. Hegney) in saying the workers
at Boya deserve consideration, but
eertainly there is no justification for the
treatment meted out to the Mundaring child-
ren, A number of them are unable to attend
sehogl at Midland Junection because of this
very poor railway service. I trust that those
trains will be run at more convenient times.
There is at Mundaring a State sehool,
but the senior class is the 6th, and in conse-
quence many children who should be given
opportunity to attend a school with a higher-
grade curriculum, eannot do so. I under-
stand this matter of the trains iz one for
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the Transport Board. It is time the board
gave consideration to the needs of the people.
The ultimate result would be to the advan-
tage of all concerned, and there would soon
be additional population in Mundaring.

Mr. Hegney: Do you ever get requests
for electricity supply at Swan View?

Mr. SAMPSON: I think the Minister
knows that story by heart.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But the new Minister
might be more sympathetic than the old.

Mr. SAMPSON: Mundaring suffers be-
canse the Government exercise a monopoly
of electricity and have not extended eunrrent
to the town. So instead of Mundaring being
a flourishing eentre it is more or less stagnant.
The Government are to blame for the lack of
interest shown by the general public in Mun-
daring as a residential centre. In 1922, when
the late Mr. Seaddan was Minister for Rail-
ways, the question of eleetricity for Mun-
daring was nvestigated, and it was ascer-
tained that the change-over from steam-
drive to electricily for the pumps would mean
that, after allowing for interest and obsoles-
cense charges, there would be a saving of
£1,000 per annum, To-day the pumps are
reaghing a stage where there will need to be
serions renewal. Whether the Government
wil put in a modern electrically-driven
plant and so save money remains to be seen.
1t the State Government did their duty there
would be more people in Mundaring. Be-
cause there are not sufficient people to war-
rant it, the telephone service is not available
the 24 hours round, as it would be if the
State Government were to stand up to their
ebligations to Mundaring. Mundaring is a
very fine eentre, one of the most atiractive
of all.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is very picturesque.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is indeed, yet it re-
mains backward. I should like to congratu-
late the Government on the gaol.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is that the only thing
upon whieh you can congratulate them?

Mr. SAMPSON: During last year the
commitments deereased by 521 as compured
with the previous vear. How that came
about I do nof know; still it is very pleasant
to  know of it. Work done by the gaol
prisoners doring the year was valued at
£9,361. This is a subject very dear to the
heart of ounr Chairman, whom 1 once met
in the gaol.

Mr. Hegney: MHow does the position to-
day ecompare with the position when vou had
contro] of the department?
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Mr. SAMPSON: The position to-day
shows a great improvement. I have
visited Pardelup, which is splendidly
carrying ont the objeet for which it was
established. I wish to say a few words
about the Hospital for the Insane, and
lunacy matters generally. I am sorry to
note the increase in the number of patients
at the Hospital for Insane. Apart from
that, there is a number being ¢ared for out-
side the hospital, and in addition the Point
Heathcote Home has considerably relieved
the position,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSOX: In 1931 we had 1,243
mental cases, tn 1932 we had 1,279, in 1933
we had 1,287, in 1934 we had 1,319, and
last year the mental eases nnmbered 1,353,
With respeet to the number of insane in re-
lation to the number of normal persons, the
figures in 1931 were one to every 331 normal
people, and last year the proportion was one
to 310. Aparl from South Australia and
Tasmania this State is best off from the
standpoint of mental health compared with
any of the other States. The proportion in
New South Wales is one to 243, in Vietoria
it is one to 261, in Queensland one to 286,
in Tasmania it is onc to 364 and South Ans-
tralian one to 373. In our State the pro-
portion is one to 310. TUnfortunately the
Claremont Hospital for the Insane, which
was built fo accommodate 607 males
and 393 females, 2 total of 1,000, at
the end of 1935 contained 1,272 patients.
During recent months the position in the
female wards has been improved, but there
is grave need for increased accommodation,
which should be provided as soon as pos-
sible. I snggest that the Government might
consider taking over for hospital purposes
a piece of land between the institution and
the railway line, extending in an easterly
direetion from the hospital. The condition
of the chronie and harmless cases would be
improved if they were given some useful
work fo perform. Tt might be that some
suitable area of land scuth of Fremantle,
perhaps near Jandakot, eonld be taken over
and utilised for this purpose. No doubt
good resnlts have followed upon the erec-
tion of the Heathcote Home. The construc-
tion, however, as is the case with many Gov-
ernment buildings, was unnecessarily elabo-
rate. When Mr. Angwin was a member of
this Chamber, and Chairman of the Com-
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mission appointed to inquire into lunaey,
he reported on the Enfield Home in South
Australia. His opinion was that we would
he wise to consider the erection of a re-
ception home on the lines of the South Aus-
tralian instifution. Efforts were made and
a pieec of land was obtained, but the Gov-
ernment were not satisfied with a home-like
building, but put up one along institutional
lines. The Heathcote Reception Home
therefore, is a big, elaborate and costly
building. T believe it cost £70,000, whereas
if Mr. Angwin’s advice had been followed
the ecost would have been in the region of
£30,000. The reception home is also over-
crowded and it will be necessary for the
Government to provide additional naeccom-
modation there. I hope the architecture
will be on simpler lines, more homely, and
less institutional. These big elaborate build-
ings are net helpful to the inmates, and I
should imagine they embarrass the Treas-
urer. I suggest that the increased accom-
modation should be on simple cottage-like
lines.

Mr. Cross: What about a shack?

Mr. SAMPSON: At Heathcote 37 per
cent. of the inmates have been admitted as
voluntary boarders. The inmates are not
certificated, and there is no taint of insanity
attaching to them. I understand the per-
centage of cures is considerable. Many of
the patienis regain normality and are able
to return to their work, whether in the home
or in business.

Mr. McLarty: The best surroundings are
at Whitby Falls,

Mr. SAMPSON: They are very good sur-
roundings but Whithy is limited in area. It
was established for the production of cer-
tain products and has done valuable
work. I understand it has vow been de-
veloped to its fullest extent, hut if another
site were chosen in the neighbourhood of
Jandakot the work could be expanded. A
farm would be of great value. I hope
the Minister in charge will give earnest con-
sideration to this suggestion, and that the
required additional accommedation will not
he overlooked. The matier is a serious one.
Tnsanity is increasing in our midst, and
those who suffer from this malady must re-
ceive consideration.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.37]: Whilst
listening to the debate T have beea amazed
to note the consistency of the inconsis-
tent statements made, partienlarly by mem-
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bers opposite. 1 listened earcfully to the
member for Albany. In onc breath he
said the Government used the Fremantle
Harbour Trust as a taxing machine, and
claimed that they were able to get
£00,000 for revenuc from the Trust last
year; then a few gasps later he said the
taxpayers were called wpon to find £50,000
for interest charges for work done on the
Fremantle Harbour.

Mvr. Doney: There is nothing inconsistent
about that.

Mr. CROSS: His remarks in which he
disparaged the port of Buunbary, in order
to get some speeial consideration for the
port of Albany, will not carry mnch weight
with members.

Mr. Thorn: Why do you not look after
the South Perth jetty?

Mr. CROSS: If he has a good case to
put up for Albany he would be well ad-
vised to put it up. BEven members repre-
senting metropolitan electorates would give
consideration to it. The member for Tood-
vay also had a lot to say. IMe made quite
a good speech, but he reminded me of a
ecrtain Royal family in Franee which for-
got everything because it never learnt any-
thing. The hon. member displayed ignor-
ance of the subject when he said that the
exchange rate of 25 per cent. was detri-
mental to primary producers. He then went
on to claim that because of the exchange
the price of goods in London was reduneced
by that amount. The exchange is just as
much a racket on the people of Australia
as a whole—

Mr. Thorn: You are an authority on
rackets.

Mr. CROSS: It is just as much a racket
as the deflation and money devaluation in
Europe, where some ecountries are trying
to take advantage of other countries.
When the countries of Europe see a pos-
sibility of taking advantage of someonc
else they ecither deflate or alter the cur-
rency. The hon, member forgot to men-
tion that the exchange rate operates as a
super tax on all imports and or all inter-
est paid overseas. He forgot to mention, too,
that the producers have received the great-
est advantage from the exchange. The
producers’ organisations all over Australia
have been insistent upon keeping the ex-
change pegged at the present rate. The
rest of the people have realised the con-
dition of 2ur primary indnstries, and that
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is why they bave tolerated the impost with
scarcely a complaint. In discussing the
Estimates I deplore the faet that the Com-
monwealth (lovernment have reduced our
grant and our loan moneys.

llon. C. . Latham: Hefused them, yon
uean.

Mr, CROSS; They refused to grant the
amount we asked for and definitely requir. .
A larger amount will certainly be needed
this year if we arve to give the necessary
assistance to pastoralists and others
engaged in  agrieultural pursuits, As
a vresult of the present situation
it will be difficult, if not impos-
sible, to vreduce taxation this year.
I should like to see some changes in the
ineidence of cmergeney taxation—in parti-
cunlar, a change in the ddirection of either
granting exemptions to persons on the lower
incomes, or reducing the tax on them, and
inereasing the fax on those with ineomes
of £8 or more per week. TIndeed, it will be
necessary to take some siel step.  Another
point of general interest that I wish to men-
tion has reference to a section of our com-
munity to which I have drawn attention pre-
viously—certain of the “C” class men as
they are termed, border-line cases not en-
titled to invalid pensions according to the
present Federal Invalid Pensions Aect, and
yet, according to State doctors, unfit to
work. I hope our Government will see their
way clear to extend some further eonsidera-
tion to sneh enses. As you, Mr. Chairman,
and other members know, there are cases
which have been olassified as “C” for some
considerable time. The total income in such
eases is 7s. per unit of the family. Now, a
man with a wife and two children abso-
fntely eannot carry on upon the small sum
of 28s. per week while paying rent. The
number of such enses is not large, but the
State should meke a definite effort to give
them an inereased income, becanse their pre-
sent position is most unfortunate and invidi-
ons. Now I wish to draw attention to two
or three matters conneeted with my elector-
ate. T received an invitation from you, Mr.
Chairman, to inspect the Fremantle bridge
on Friday next. I desire to draw atten-
tion to a bridge in my clectorate. To hon.
members who do not know the position, T
wish to quate a few ficures which, T believe,
will be of general interest. Tn 1834—102
vears ago—there was an agitation in Wesl .
ern Anstralin  for the construetion of a
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bridge in the loeality now known as Canning
Bridge, then one of the most thickly popu-
lated portions of Western Australia. As a
result of that agitation, a erude bridge was
built by conviet labour in 1837, On that
bridge there was a big hump, about
10 feet higher than the present hump. In
1850 the bridge was rebuilt, and again
in 1894, as the result of tremendous
agitation, the Government reconstructed the
bridge, reducing the hump and practically
making a new bridge, at a cost of £1,190.

Mr. Thorn: How long have you been a
member of the Historical Society 9

Mr. CROSS: That bridge was satisfac-
tory, and answered the purposes of the
people for a few years. But in 1906 there
wag great agitation against the hump on
the bridge; and not only that, but the bridge
was not strong enough to carry the traffie.
In 1908 the Covernmeni construcied a new
bridge, at a cost of £2,059. That dridge,
which was built to carry a2 maximum load of
four tomns, exists to-day. Conneeting
Perth with Fremantle is one of the best roads
in the State, and it goes without saying, and
without risk of contradiction, that the con-
necting Canning bridge, with its bottle-
neck entrance, is totally inadequate to
deal with the volume of traffic passing over
the structure daily. Inecidentally, the pre-
vious Minister for Works, Mr. MecCallum,
promised to improve the approach at the
eastern end. I am hopeful that the presen:
Government will give consideration to the
construction of a new Canning bridge which
will reduce the hump still farther. At
the present time a bridge could be built at
a reasonable cost in keeping with the re-
quirements of the growing volume of traflic
Whereas the existing bridge was built in
1908 to carry a maximum load of four tons,
nowadays trucks carrying over five tons fre-
quently cross the bridge. The Government
bave done good work as regards reconstrue-
tion of bridges-—at Bassendean and Guild-
ford, for example, where the volume of traf-
fic is far less than that at Canning Bridee.
This last-named bridge deserves the con-
sideration T ask for,

Mr. Marshall: Then we shall be able to dn
without the new Fremantle bridge.

Mr. CROSS: The bridge might prove of
considerable importance. If a ealamity hap-
pened to the Fremantle traffic bridge sueh
as happened to the Fremantle railway bridge,
the structure at Canning Bridge would be
the only connecting link hetween the ity
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and the port. 1 do not desire to defract
from the need for the construction of a new
bridge at Fremantle, but I certainly consider
that the present death-trap at Canning
Bridge requires attention. T{ is espeecially
important in view of its geographieal posi-
ton. There is another matter affecting my
electorate that I desire to meuntion. We have
Leard a great deal about transport arrange-
ments from the e¢ity to Mundaring. South
Perth has a population about 230
times as great as that of Mundaring,
and also has probably the worst
transport service in the metropolitan
area. I say this with particular regard to
the number of people resident in the subarb
of South Perth. As a sort of hardy annual
tliere appears on the Estimates an amount
for = new ferry boat. 1 trust that this time
the amount will be left on the Estimates and
will be spent fo provide a new ferry boat.
A new boat has been recommended for vears,
and the amount of money already spent in
repairs to the old ferry boat would mere
than cover interest and sinking fund on the
cost of a new boat. In connection with the
Railways and Tramways Vote, and on the
Loan Estimates, J shall have a good deal
more to say about the transport facilities of
South Perth. Let me add that I shall keep
on urging these matters until definite im-
provements have resulted.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [7.56]: I con-
sider it a distinet advantage to have the
Budget presented so early in the session, but
it is o pity that we eould not have with the
Budget the Auditor General’s report. 1t
appears as though we have a balanee sheet
without an auditor’s report. That report, if
availabla with the Budget, would assist mem-
bers materially. As regards the Agricultural
Department, three years ago I introduced a
deputation to the then Minister for Agrienl-
ture requesting that an np-to-date laboratory
be provided in this State. So far nothing
has been done in that direection. For the
agricultural industry this is a most im-
portant matter, because Western Australian
agriculture s being denied benefits which
would be available if better lahoratory Facili-
ties were provided here. The chairman of
the Connell of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search has stated on more than one occasion
that if Western Anstralia had an up-to-date
laboratory, the funds of the council and the
advice of its experts wounld he availahle to

our agricnlturists. Last vear the then
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Premier said that the Government intended
to investigate, at all events, the possibility
of the erection of new headquarters for the
Agricultural Department; and the hon.
gentleman indicated the possibility of placing
them on the Esplanade or in that vieinity.
He did not, however, indicate exactly what
was meant by “headquarters of the Agricul-
tural Department.” If the intention was to
transfer the whole of the present staff at
headguarters to the proposed site, it was to
my mind a wrong proposal, because there is
no necessity to have the laboratory work and
other work of that description earried out in
the middie of a congested city. The
laboratory should be situated outside the
city area, where the small number of stock
necessary for experiments could be carried,
and where also plants could be grown in
furtherance of experiments. To do these
things in the middle of the city wounld be
wrong. It is urgently necessary that the
Government should give some indieation
when a laboratory will be provided for the
Agricultural Department. As I stated in
previous sessions, it is not fair to expect of
our Agrienitaral Department that they shonid
earry out their highly important work under
the conditions with which they now contend.
We have highly qualified men, whose work is
quoted, as the Minister for Agriculture stated
recently, in the publications of the Agrieul-
tural  Departments of other countries.
Those other countries know the abilities of
our scientific men, and naturally they will
make them offers which, in the iight of the
conditions nunder which they work here, they
cannot be expected to refuse. Already 1
have heard of one of our young men who
has left the State and will not return.
Probably there will be more of such cases.
Consequently I appeal to the Government
to take up the matter and see whether the
lahoratery cannot he provided. One of the
speakers to-day indicated that a sum of
£80,000 can be found for a trollev hus servies
in an arca already well served, a system
which wil]l eompete with existing State rail-
ways. I regard this other mafter as of
mueh greater importance to the State, in
view of the value of onr agricultural
industry. The next matter T wish to foueh
on is financial emergency taxation. That
taxation js beginuing to yield much greater
returns—no less than £800,000 heing esti-
mated for the current financial year. As
hon. members are aware, the tax was intro-
-duced a few vears ago for the purpase of
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providing employment for those of our eiti-
zens who unfortunately were deprived of
their means of livelihood when the depres-
sion came about. That was a very laudable
objective but, with the passage of time, the
need for the tax and for the provision of
employment must necessarily have been ve-
duced. I held that the $ime is ovur-ripe for
a close revision of the stituation as it is at
present. There is plenty of work available
in the country districts, yet labour cannot be
obtained. We all deplore the possibility of
a greatly redueed harvest owing to the pro-
longation of the dry season. On the other
hand, it will be a means of relieving the
Minister for Employment of mueh worry be-
eause bad we had a normal harvest this year,
the farming eommunity would have been at
their wits’ end to seeure the lahour necessary
to take off the harvest. That was the posi-
tion last year. I had not previously seen so
much hay left out until after the stripping
period as was the case last vear, because
the farmers could not get the necessary
labour.

Mr. Tonkin: Unfortunately a lot of the
men who worked for the farmers were not
paid.

Mr. SEWARD: That is a lie.

Mr. Tonkin: That is the truth.

Mr. SEWARD: Tt is not.

Mr. Tonkin: T ask for a withdrawal
What I said was no lie hut the absolute
truth. I ean produce the facts. The mem-
ber for Pingelly is distinetly out of order in
stating that T lied.

The CHAIRMAN: UOrder! The mem-
ber for North-Eas{ Fremantle has asked for
a withdrawal.

Mr. BEWARD: T withdraw. I am sorry
if I offended the member for North-East
Fremantle bat that hon, member must realise
that when he makes a statement that is
offensive—-

My, Marshall:  The hon. member
withdraw unreservedly.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Marshall: The member for I'ingelly is
ont of order heecause he must withdraw with-
out any reservation

Hon. C. G. Latham:
any reservation.

Mr. Marshall: Mr, Chairman, I ask that
the member for Pingelly be made to with-
draw unreservedly. T am made to withdraw
unreservedly, and I intend to see that other
members are treated in the same way.

must

He qdid ot make
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The CHAIRMAXN: Is the member for
North-East Fremantle satisfied?

Mr. Tonkin: Up to date, yes.

The CHAIRMAXN: Then the member for
Pingelly will proceed.

Me. Marshall: Others must do as I am
made to do.

The CHATRMAN: Oxder!

Mr. SEWARD: My, Chairman, I was not
aware that I made any reservation.

Mr. Marghall: T was.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You would be.

My, SEWARD: All T said was that I was
a farmer, and, from the standpoint of a
farmer, vegarded the interjection as offen-
sive,

Mr. Marshall: The hon., member is again
emphasising his reservation.

Mr. SEWARD: That is no reservation at
all.

The CHAIRMAN ;
members to keep order,

Mr. SEWARD: The peint I was making
was that the statement that farmers had not
paid wages to their workmen was offensive
to me as a farmer, and consequently I re-
sented it.

Mr. Tonkin: It is also a matter of offence
to the farm worker who cannot get his
wages.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do not take any
notice!

Mr. SEWARD: Farmers are only too
ready to pay good wages, provided they can
get good work in return. At the present
time it is almost impossible to seeure lahour
of that type. T say “almost” Leeause there
are some good men available if their serviees
ean be proeured. I know my own experience
and I often wish I eould put a galvanised
iron fence around my property so that
people could not see how badly the fields
have been seeded, with gaps here and
there. There is a limited supply of cheap
labour, but that is net what the farmers
really require. At present it is most diffi-
eult to get competent labour for the farm.
The reason for that is, I presume, that the
department dealing with unemployment re-
lief provides work eclose to the city areas, and
many of the competent men are cmployed
there. Then again, others have gone to the
goldfields, or have embarked in various
avenues of employment. If the farming in-
dustry is to conlinue satisfactorily, it is
necessary to secure competent labour, and
the unemployment relief anthorities should
assist in that direction.

Order! I ask hon.
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My, Tonkin: And it is neeessary for the
competent labour to be paid.

Mr. SEWARD: That is one of the great
difficulties eonfronling farmers.

Mr. Withers: Should not the farmers at
least make employment more attractive?

Mr. SEWARD: If the member for Bun-
bruy can tell us how that can be done, we
will willingly listen.

Mr. Fox: Shorten |he hours, and provide
better pay.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Whether the indus-
try can afford it or not,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
members to maintain order.

Mr. SEWARD: The officials of the Lab-
our Bureau have a duty to perform in that
respect. A week or two ago I engaged a
man, and he told me that when the list of
farming positions was called out, the men
at the Bureau walked out in o body. That is
not fair. If employment is to be found for
those men, they should be made to take
what is offering. There is pleaty of work
available in country districts, and farmors
are only foo pleased to pay good wages to
good workers.

Mr. Cross: What do you offer a married
man?

Mr. SEWARD: The position is cxactly
the same with regard to domestics. If is
almost impossible to get domestics in the
country areas. Last week a girl in a coun-
try town adopted the usual mcthod of noti-
fying the publie that she required a position,
and put a notice in the stationer’s window.
The next day she received 55 replies, inelud-
ing four reply-paid telegrams. That will
give members some idea of the dearth of
domesties in the country arcas. These are
matters that should concern the Government
departments dealing with the employment of
labour. There is another point. The other
day I came across a man in Pingelly who
wanted a job. I found he was a
most capable man, one anyone need not
hesitate to recommend. I c¢laim that the
department shonld tabulate the names
of men who are known to be capable, and
then when a farmer required the services
of a first-class man, he could write to the
department and be sure of getting the
right type. It is time this phase was gone
into carefully beeause I am of opinion that
not 30 per cent. of the work provided now
is necessary in view of the jobs available
in country distriets. T regret having io
again deal with not only the Pingelly water

I must ask
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supply but the water supplies affecting the
Great Sonthern in general. The position
at present is rather alarming, The mem-
ber for Katanning has diselosed to us the
position at Katanning where a dam with
a eapacity of over 30,000,000 gallons con-
tains not more than 2,000,000 gallons of
water now. From another point of view,
the Pingelly water supply is absolutely
imposgible, It cannot be made fit for con-
sumption. The water supplies at Brook-
ton and Narrogin are also unsatisfaetory.
In these eircumstances I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the main problem in
the Great Southern areas to-day eoncerns
water supplies. It behoves the Govern-
ment  to  take that matter in  hand.
I say that Dbecause last year an
advisory committee was appointed to
consider and report to the Government
on country water supplies. Unfortunately,
according to the Minister, the question of
town water supplies in the country areas
was not referred to the committee, who
dealt with country water supplies, irre-
spective of town requirements. To give
members some idea of the position in coun.
try areas, I would refer them to the Awndi-
tor-General’s report for last year. If they
peruse the report, they will see a list deal-
ing with various country wafer supplics,
and will find that serious losses are made
every year. Take the Pingelly scheme.
It cost £11,031 to put in, and last year a
loss was made of £708, while to date there
is an aeeumulated loss on the undertaking
of £7418. The Brookion water sup-
ply cost £20,982 Last year there
was a Joss of £663, and there is an aceu-
mulated loss on the scheme of £5,385. The
position at Narrogin is not so bad. A loss
of £1,200 was experienced last year on the
scheme, which cost £33,000, and there is
an accumulated loss on the nndertaking
of £2,190. Taken in the aggregate, 19 coun-
try schemes cost, in round figures, £782,000,
and show an  aceuwmulated loss of
£139,000. That result may not condemn
the schemes altogether, because it is very
likely that they confer benefits that far
exceed the monetary loss. The trounble,
however, is that in many instances there
is not only that monetary loss, but
the water supplied is unfit for human
or animal econsumption. We cannot
nse the Pingelly water even for our
gardens. In these ecircumstances, some

[ASSEMBLY.]

other scheme should be investigated so
that a supply of water may be provided
suituble for requirements. One difficulty
is that some of the water supplies are he-
coming affected by salt, and will be of no
use whatever. The PRrockton, Pingelly,
Narrogin and 'Katanning reservoirs will
be of no uwse in a very short time. The
reason for that is that it is almost im-
possible to secure earthen reserveirs 1n
the Great Southern distriets that will not
2o salty in time. That being so, it is wrong
to allow the annual losses te continue. The
position should be investigated by compe-
tent engineers to determine whether the
present schemes can be turned into payable
and suitable propositions, or whether an
ndequate water supply can be procured
under eonditions that will not result in
the water beeoming salty in time. If
that is not possible by using exist-
ing reservoirs, some other scheme shounld
be considered. It would be possible to
use the Collie scheme hy conveying water
from the Wellington dam to Cubailing,
which, I understand, is the highest point in
the Great Southern. From there the water
eould he gravitated to varions parts of the
Great Southern, and to distriets to the
east of that area, and also as far as Mer-
redin. 'That scheme could be adopted if
necessary to angment the Mundaring sup-
ply to serve the agricultural areas. This
weck I reeeived a letter from a farmer
who has & holding east of the Great South-
ern and he informs me that he has already
started carting water for his stoek. Those
operations will have to continne throughout
the season, beeause it is hardly likely that
we will have any further rains this year
capable of filling the dams, unless there is
some phenomenal downfall, That is so
because the ground is so dry that it absorbs
the water quickly. I hope the Government
will take up this matter, and investigate
the 7possibilities of the Collie scheme.
Something must be done to provide
an  adequate water supply for the
towns along the Great Southern line.
Another matter I wish to refer to relates
to wire-netting supplies for rabbit-proof
fencing. A few days ago I asked questions
regarding the quantities of wire-netting
available, and the amount on hand for the
purchase of supplies. In that regard I wish
to clear up a possible misonderstanding
which might arise from the WMinister's
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replies. The rabbit menace is so serious in
the southern parts of the State in partien-
lar that it is absolutely necessary for farmers
to net their properties. So far they have
fumigated and poisoned to the limit of their
possibilities. Many farmers have practi-
cally eradicated the rabbits from their pro-
perties only to find that they have to start
all over again because the pests have estab-
lished themselves again from adjoining held-
ings, many of which are unoccupied. When
I asked the Minister to indicate if any
moneys were available for the purchase of
wire-netting, he replied that the money
available amounted to £18,107, of which
£10,000 had been allotted for the purchase
of netting, and £8,000 had not so far heen
allotted. In reply to the guestion regard-
ing any uncompleted contracts, he replied
that there were to the extent of 84 miles,
but the Agrienltural Bank or Government
held no wire-netting. While perhaps
neither the Agricultural Bank nor the
Government hold supplies of netting, that
reply conveys a wrong impression, because
I subsequently found out that the manufac-
turers have considerable quantities of wire-
netting on hand, which is really contracted
for by the Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham: In storage?

Mr. SEWARD: No, an nncompleted con-
traet. In March, 1935, a coniract was let
for 800 miles of netting, and delivery was
to be effected at the rate of 100 miles a
month. After the first three months, the
Government reduced the rate of delivery to
50 miles per month. Had the contractors
continued {o deliver at the rate of 50 miles
a month, the §00 miles would have been de-
livered to the Government by April of this
year, At the request of the Government,
they did not deliver it. They are still liable
to deliver netting to the extent of 249 miles.
It scems extraordinary that settlers should
be clamouring for netting and that there
sheuld he an uncompleted contract of 249
miles which the manufacturers have to de-
fiver, and which thev eould have delivered
to the Government at the end of last April,
even at the reduced rate of supply. Owing
to the Govermmeni not taking delivery, the
manufacturers have had to reduce their
staff to a certain extent. I would draw the
notice of the Minister for Employment to
this because he and his predecessor urged
the people to provide as much employment
as possible for our own industries. That
was quite a proper poliey to advocate. But
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here is a firm of manufacturers having to
reduce their staff becanse the (Government
will not take the quantity of wire-netting
contracted for. There is not the slightest
doubt that a demand exists for the delivery
of the netting. In my opinion ihe Agricul-
tural Bank Commissioners are imposing con-
ditions that are not exactly fair. I agree
that they should impose conditions to ensure
that the payments for netting are main-
tained. Only last week a friend wrote to
me asking if T could do anything to get him
wire-netting. He is not a client of the
Agricultural Bank—TI believe he is financed
hy one of the trustee companies. The Agri-
cultural Bank wanted a first charge on his
security. This the trustee company were
quite willing to give, but the Bank wanted
ruarantced payments. It was pointed out
that under the Act controlling their opera-

tions the trustee ecompany were not
allowed to give the guarantee for pay-
ment, but still the Bank inssted, with
the result that that man cannot get

wire netiing. It is generally felt in the coun-
iry that the Wire Netting Aect is being used
really for the benefit of Agriculiural Bank
clients. The Minister, in reply to my ques-
tion, stated that out of 82 suecessful applh-
cants last year, 65 were clients of the Agri-
cultural Bank. Considering the fight the
Larmers are having to wage in order to keep
the rabbits down—-the only alternative ix to
leave their properties—I ask the Minister to
take this matter up with the Agvicultural
Bank and see whether the eonditions cannot
be liberalised so that the £farmers ean obtain
netting, Towards the close of last year the
AMinister for Lands, on his veturn trom the
Eastern States, reported that he had made
a strong appeal to the Commonwealith Gov-
crnment to eontinne to provide the money
for the purchase of wire netting. Until last
year we were getting £30,00l o year, but
the Commonwealth Government did not re
new the agreement. At this time, almost
12 months later, we have no less than £18,000
unexpended, and it might veasonably he
imaginedd the Commonwealth Government
thought that if we could hold that amount
of money, there could net be any great de-
mand for wire netting. That might have
actuated them in deciding not to continue
the grant. T appeal to the Minister to take
up the matter with a view to making more
liberal terms available to the farmers. The
only other peint upon which I wish to touch
—and it is with regret that T mention it—
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15 that of the treatment meted out to the
farmers of the Siate, in the southern parts
particularly, owing to the failure of the
Government to take any aection towards the
ercetion of terminals for the bulk-handling
of wheat, By the irony of faie, through
the adverse season, it is quite possible that
one of the zones not equipped for bulk-
handling will have as much wheat as
any other part of the State to shift this
year. That particular zome has not been
eguipped with bulk-handling facilities, al-
though at the beginning of this year I took
the matter wp with the Government, and
urged that if it were not possible to provide
the terminal faeilities at Bunbury this year,
they should be erected at Fremantle and the
whent transferred to Fremantle pending the
ereciion of facilities at Bunbury., The area
I am referring to is in what is known as the
Bunbury zone. Tlowever, nothing was danc.
On the return of the then Premier from the
Loan Council in the middle of the year, he
intimated he had not been suceessful in get-
ting money for the crection of bulk-handling
terminals. That was unfortunate, but it was
not necessary for the then Premier to get
money for the terminal elevators. The eom-
pany operafing the system were prepared tn
ereet the ferminals if the Government would
allow them to do so. The Government, how-
ever, woull neither allow the company to
do it, nor would they do it themselves. T
appeal to the Government to give the com-
pany and the farmers a fair deal.
They are deing a big work for the
State. They are a company of which
we oan be proud. Their methods have
been investgiated elosely by the other States,
whn have reported favourably on the system
inangurated in this State. Consequently I
constder the Government should assist them
as much as possible, becanse it is only rea-
sonable that the company cannot extend to
the limit they desire until such time as thev
know what isgoing to happen to their wheat
on its arrival at the porls. When the bulk-
handling measure was before us last year, the
company were subjected to a certain amount
of adverse eriticism owing to damage which
might have occurred to some of the wheat,
but had the terminals been erected and fully
equipped to deal with the wheat, that dam-
age would not have occurred. I appeal to
the Government to take up the matter at
the earliest possible moment, so that the ter-
minals will have been erceted at the varions
ports to handle the 1937-38 harvest. It is
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necessary for the company to have the assur-
ance that the terminals will be erected by
that time in order to enable them to extend
the bulk-handling facilities to the whole of
the State for the harvest affer the present
one. Those are the only matiers upon which
I desire to speak, but there are one or two
others which I shall take opportunity to men-
tion when the departments are under con-
sideration.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [8.23]: The
Estimates submitted to us by the Deputy-
Treasurer are informative, and set oot ex-
actly the finaneial position of the State.
While members for various clectorates might
submit requests for the consideration of the
Government and urge that money be spent
in this and that dircetion, it must be realised
that the funds at the disposal of the Govern-
ment are very limiled. The estimated revenue
this year is just over £10,000,000, and out
of that amount the cost of servieing public
utilities has to be met. Yor carrying on the
affairs of the State an amount of £6,700,000
odd remains. Of that amount inferest
charges, exchange and sinking fund repre-
sent £4,090,000 odd, so that the revenue left
for the other activities of the State amounts
to only £2,638,000. That is all the Govern-
ment have at their disposal with which to
carry on the various serviees of the State.
It has been suggested on the one hand that
some of the taxes should be reduced on the
ground that they are excessive and harsh in
their incidence. There may be substance in
that argament. On the other hand we have
been told that other avenues of taxzation
should be exploited. T think the gold profits
tax should receive considerntion with a view
to trying to get a little more revenue from
that source, Last year the gold profits tax
realised £77,000, and if the Act were exam-
ined, it might be found possible to get a little
more without imposing too great a hardship
on the industry. It would be possible also to
inereasc the rate of the finanecial emergency
tax on the higher incomes. The rate of tax
stops at 9d. in the pound on £3 per week.
I think the rate could be advanced, and thus
we ¢could get additional revenue from that
source. Undoubtedly the financial emergency
tax is not an equitable tax, hecause it does
not take into eonsideration all the difficulties
confronting a tazpayer, though, as has been
pointed out from time io time in this Chamn-
ber, it would be impossible to find a tax that
was abaolutely fair in its incidence to every-
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hody. The Government might consider the
question of raising the exemption, particn-
tarly to benefit those on the lower incomes,
say those receiving £5 per weck. If the ex-
emption were raised for married persons
with families, the relief would he appre-
ciated. The amounts that those in receipt
of incomes of £8 a week and more would have
to pay under the increased rate would he
small as compared with the rehief that tax-
payers on the lower incomes would receive.
The difficulties confronting the Stute are
considerable. \Whilst the revenue available
for all purposes is under £3,000,000, we have
to find interest payments on hoth the over-
seas and internal loans, and because of that
taxation is neccssary. The interest payments
represent our greatest difficulty. From an
ordinary man’s abservations of our economie
diflicnliies; it seems that this is going ta be
the great problem of the future. Assuming
that the economic position has improved
somewhat, and that there is likely to be
further improvement, we know that the in-
terest rate on loans has advanced a liftle.
When the Loan Council again scek to float
a loan, we are told that the interest rate
wight have to he increased. It may be that
the next loan will have to be issued at 4 per
cent. 1n order to induce investors to take up
the loan. Then it may not be long hefore
we have to pay 4%, 5 or even 6 per cent.—
rates equivalent to those making the burden
under which we are labouring to-day. From
the details of interest payments, we find that
we have to provide £1,730,000 for intevest
on overseas loans, and £1,498,000 for interest
on Australian loans, a total of £3,229,961
for interest alane. The mean population
of the State at the 30th June, as dis-
closed by the returns, was 447,802, These
firures disclose that the interezt deht in
this country is £7 per head. That is a
staggering burden for the taxpayers to bear.
In exchange we have to find €154,250, which
works out at abont £1 a head. Our friend
from Toodvay said that the farmers did not
henefit by that; that when thev sold their
products in the world’s market the actnal
prices of those commodities were reduced.
I do not think that is quite sound. Sinking
fund repayments total £338,471 or 15s. per
head of the population. Requests are made
to the Government to do this, that or the
other thing, hut the position is that they
would require millions of poands to finance
all the propositions advanced. How is the
position to be improved? How are we to
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et out of the difficulties which confront us?
One possible way would he increased pro-
duction and incressed population. With
increased population, these debts per head
would be reduced, but where can we absorb
an increased population? Can we absorb
them in the primary industries at the pre-
sent time?

Mr. Thorn: Not unless you make them
more profitable.

Mr. HEGNEY: As a matter of fact, in
the primary industries there are fewer
people working than there were 20 years
aga. It is almost hopeless trying to im-
prove our position from that point of view.
The question of immigration is being dis-
cussed. I noticed that some time ago the
Federal Attorney General, Mr. Menzies,
spoke at a luncheon in Melbourne and urged
a vigorous policy of migration. He said:—

Some people will say that we ought not to
talk about immigration when there are still
sone Australinns out of work and when we still
have inadequate markets for what we are pro-
ducing. I am sometimes astounded at the in-
nate conservatism of an Australian public
upinion which fosters the notion that we can
stand still in our tracks or that we can go on
vonstructing some pretty little paradise for the
people we have now.

Amongst other things be stated that to con-
sider migration for the purpose of putting
the immigranis on Government farming
settlements, such as the group settlements
of this State, was unthinkable. The only
alternative was that we should try to de-
velop our secondary industries to absorb the
mereased population. He urged that we
shonld increase our population to  ahout
20,000,000 souls. Ouar population mow is
just under 7,000,000. Recently Professor
Fisher, professor of economics at our Uni-
versity, returned from a tour abroad and
made some observations on the statements
dealing with migration. Amongst other
things he said that in a discussion of any
problemn one must realise the advantages of
a study of the historical background, for
all events led np fo a particular problemy
But the historical outlook often tended
in he dangerous. Men continued to think
ahout preblems in terms which were suit-
able to the past, without realising that the
conditions lying behind them might have
radically altered. Of course that is the
position to-day in Awustralia,  Conditions
are radically different from those which ob-
tained when other migration schemes were
conceived 15 or 20 years ago. Referring to
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the suggestion of the Federal Attorney Gen-
eral that the population should be increased
to 20,000,000, he asked what was the largest
rate of population increase which eould pos-
sibly be conceived. To talk about creating
immediately a population of 20,000,000 by
a vigorous migration policy, as a noted Fed-
era] palitician had recently advocated, he said
was a fantastic romanticism. Prof. Fisher
has just returned from Europe and is going
to be an advocate for the re-opening of
migration. I understand from what I have
read that this Government, together with
other Governmenis of the Commonwealih,
are going to be asked to collaborate with
the Federal authorities in the matter of an
inflax of population. This country counld
possibly look after many more millions if
they were here and sctiled but to talk about
fetching them here is absurd. Mr. Menzies
digmissed the idea that becausc there are a
few unemployed, wmigration should not be
disenssed. But to those who know anything
of the economic eonditions in this State and
throughout the Commonwealth to talk about
trying to increase the population is ridieu-
lous in the extreme. Some of the difficulties
of this State at present are due to the fact
that we were commifted some years ago to
a policy of immigration and we are now
reaping where we have sown. We are pay-
ing for our investments in the group settle-
ment areas. Five or six million pounds have
been written off there together with interest.
There is no doubt that the interest problem
is going to be one of the diffieulties of the
immediate future. There may be people in
this community definitely opposed to change
who will fight against progress, but if the
Governnent or the powers that be throngh-
out the Commonwealth are not going to try
to encourage reforms and improve the eon-
ditions of the people, many of the difficul-
ties that have beset Buropean Governments
will beset Governments in Australia. TIis
well that we should take stock of our posi-
tion in time. Hundreds of people in and
around Perth and throughout the State are
trying io eke out an existence under the pre-
sent system and they are having a diffieult
struggle indeed. It is remarkahle how they
tolerate existing conditions. The member
for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver} spoke
about the progress of communism in Aus-
tralia and tried to tzck communism on to the
Labour Party. She did not go the whole hog
and tell the truth sbout the position. The
Labhour Party and the Lahour organisaiions
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are the only bodies whose metmbers are
pledged to be members of this party and
of no other party. Neither the National
Party nor the Country Party has such a
pledge. In days gone by certain people sup-
porting the National Party have heem a
greater menace {o the well-being of the com-
munity than any communist by their harsh
treatment and exploitation of employees.
They were the type of people who gave rise
to the people known as communists, who
were foreed to protest against the rotten
economic conditions which prevailed. It is
all right for those with plenty of money
and other smenities to talk, but there are
thousands who are living under inhuman
conditions. My view is that the only way to
keep solvent is to meet the monetary situ-
ation, The Commonwealth Bank should be
made a people’s institution and should fune-
tion in the interests of the people and not
in the interests of the bankers. The profits
made by the bank should go towards liqui-
dating the nafional debt and towards ereat-
ing a national reserve. In connection with
the Australian notes issue, three-quarters of
a million of money is derived by way of
profit. Prior to the existence of the Com-
monwealth Bank, the privatc institutions
got ail this profit, but to-day it finds its way
to the treasury coffers. The Commonwealth
Bank should go out after business, but we
know how the operations of the Bank were
hamstrung by the Bruce-Page Government
whose desire was that it should remain an
institution similar in its activities to the
associated banks. If the Commonwealth
Bank were made to function in the interests
of the people considerable improvements
wonld be effected in the position of the
workers and others,

Mr, McDonald: Have you uny other sug-
gesbions? :

Mr. HEGNEY: I have no doubt that if
the Commonwealth Bank were functioning
more in the interests of the people as it
should do, there would be considerable im-
provement all round. There is a world-wide
agitation for monetary reform, and econo-
mists are pointing out that the existing
monetary system has broken down and that
a system working in the interests of the
people will have to be inangurated. It was
considered unthinkable that Great Britain
should repudiate her debts, but she had to
say that she would not pay America the
enormous sums that were owing, and for a
time they remained unpaid. What applies
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to America applies to other nations. Al
economists are urging monetary reform.
Reginald McKenna has suggested various
schemes, and Professor Keyues has written
a book on the subjeet.

Mr. MecDonald: They all suggest differ-
ent schemes.

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes, but out of those sug-
gestions some workable plan will probably
be arranged. We in this State are eer-
tainly n great diffeulties. Our public debt
represents over £7 per head of population,
while the taxation collected represents
£6 2s. 2d. per head of population. The faet
that the taxation is not meecting the debt
shows the diffieulties in which we find our-
selves. The Government last year were
able to present a small surplus, but, of
course, under the capitalistic system the
Government are enmeshed in the same diffi-
culties as any other State Government, in
that they have to submit to finaneial die-
tatorship from the Loan Council. The Loan
Council goes into the problem of how much
money is required for the activities of the
States and the Commonwealth and, in
turn, the Loan Council submit their pro-
position to the Commonwealth Bank, where
it is examined and a note taken of the
various proposed works to be carried out.
Then the Commonwealth Bank tells
the Loan Council to go back and apply the
pruning knife, that it will not be possible
to raise so much money as was required
by the Loan Couneil. Then, of course, in
turn the State Premiers have to reconsider
their plans. So it will be seen that the
Commonwealth Bank for the time being
is master of the situation. The Govern-
ment of Western Australia is in exactly
the same predicament as other State Gov-
ernments, for undoubtedly we have unifica-
tion in finance. I do not know how much
longer the people are going to tolerate the
existing rotten conditions. The State Gov-
ernment have done everything possible to
meet the position of ithe workers, for each
member of the Government is sincere and
honest in that direction. Sinee this Gov-
ernment o0k office they have immeasur-
ably improved the position of the work-.
ers.
Mr. Hughes: There are men in East
Perth getting 1s. o day.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am ruite sure that, if
the Government had the necessary finance,
they would still further advanee to a eon-
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siderable degree the position of ail the
workers. Let me give an instance showing
how the Labour Governmeni have assisted
the workers. The Mitehell-Latham Govern-
ment when in office refused to pay the men
Gs. per day camping allowance to which
they were entitled under the Public Works
scale. So the men took the Government
to court and were awarded un allowance
of 5s. 3d.

Mr. Hughes: They are not getting it
now.

Mr. HEGNEY : I want to make it clear
to the member for East Perth that the
previous Government denied the warkers
that camping allowance, and denied them
the terms of the agreement respecting holi-
day pay. The men used to be stood oif for
a day during the month, which, of course,
broke their time, and so by a subterfuge
they were defranded of their holi-
day pay. As for the financial emergeney
tax, a married man getting £2 per week
has to pay the tax. When it was sug-
gested that those men on the basic wage
should be exempted, the proposal was de-
Feated and members of the Country Party
and of the National Party said that every-
body on £1 per week or more should pay
the tax.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But the tax wa= nnly
416d. then.

Mr. HEGNEY: But members of the
Country Party and of the National Party
laid it down that cvery person getting £1
per week should pay the tax. TUnder the
present Government the exemption rate
was raised from £2 to £3 10s. per week.
That was in the first year of the Labour
Government’s regime. Now that the basie
wage has been raised slightly, when the
Bill comes down again the exemption rate
will have to be raised accordingly. Wa
tried to give single men an exemption up
to £2, but another place contended that
everyhody getting so much as £1 a week
should pay the tax. A compromise was
made, the effeet of which was that the
exemption for single men was raised to
30s.

Mr. Hughes: There is too much compro-
rise.

Mr. HEGNEY: T agree with the hon.
member. I believe another place is long
overdue for reform and review. The Gov-
ernment should give immediate considpra-
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tion to a review of the franchise of an-
other place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You wani to alter
that franchise?

Mr, HEGNEY : Yes. I do not know whether
the hon. member would support us in that.
If he is unwilling to support us in that pro-
posal I may inform him that his confreres
in Victoria have made a definite attempt to
ameud the franchise of the Legislative
Counei] there and to provide that when the
Assembly for the second time passes mea-
sures that have the backing of the people,
those measuves become law notwithstanding
the attitnde of the Legislative Couneil,

Mr. Patrick: There will have to be a dis-
solution, I think.

Mr. DEGNEY ; Perhaps so.  Let me read
to the hon. member the ohservations of his
confreve in Vietoria. Mr. Dunstan is re-
ported to have said ag follows:—

The Bill for the readjustment of the Coun-
cil’s electoral houndaries would not further be
dealt with at the present juncture. Probably
it would be held over for a week or two. In the
meantime the Government’s second Bill for the
reform of the Legislative Couneil would be in-
troduced. In addition to making provision for
liberalising the qualifieations for membership
of the Council it would contain machinery to
cope with situations such as that ereated hy
the obstructionist tactics employed in dealing
with the present measure. The Premier indi-
cated that the Government were growing tired
of the farce being staged by the Upper House
Tories, and proposed to put an end to parading
the Bill from one Chamber te the other.

What applies in Vietoria applies with equal
force here. The time is long overdue for a
review of  another place,

Hon. C. G, Latham: If you will attempt
to stop the conferences of managers, I
will be with you,

Mr. HEGNEY: If members of another
place are going to continue their tactics
in dealing with measures from this Cham-
ber, the Government ought to try to review
that place. T have advocated that ever
ginece I came into this Chamber. T believe
the country would be much hetter ooverned
if we had a single Chamber instead of the
bicameral system. No matter which Govern-
ment may he elected, they ought to be given
oppertunity to translate their legislative
programme into effect. Unemployment is a
world-wide problem. In the peak days of
Anpstralia’s prosperity the lowest number of
workers without employment wazs 60,000.
That is a considerable number for a place
like Australia, vet these are the fignres taken
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from the “Year Book,” Whilst the Govern-
ment, any Government, will try to improve
the conditions of the workers, all such im-
provements are only palliatives to help the
people to get work. As against that, during
the depression the Government were called
upon to find work for all those men dis-
placed because the profits of private enter-
prise had broken down, and so private enter-
price was no longer able to make profits out
of the exploitation of labour. Consequently,
the workers came hack on the Gavernment.
In the years ahead the Governments of Aus-
tralia will have to find work for & larger army
of workers than hitherto, In years gone by
Governments have raised loan funds and
the Works Department have carried a cer-
tain number of men during each year, but as
the years advanee the number of men the
Government will be expected to supply with
employment will keep on inercasing. The
question of a shorter working week is of
paramonnt importance, not only to workers
in Austrakia, but to workers throughout the
world. A few years ago the Commonwealth
Government sent one of their Ministers—he
was in the status of TUnder-Seeretary for
Labour—to represent the Commonwealth at
Geneva. On his return he snbmitted a re-
port which was very favourable to the iniro-
duction of a 40-hour week in Australia,
Evidently that repert was too informative
and not quite to the liking of the present
Federal Government. Consequently no ac-
tion was taken on that report nor will be
taken until the next elections, when no doubt
the various parties will promise that, if re-
turned, they will introduce the 40-honr week.
Some industries in Western Australia have
introduced the shorter working week. Unless
the principle is adopted all over the Com-
monwealth, it will be difficult to extend it,
even in this State. We shall be up against
many difficulties if the Government intro-
duce the 40-hour week in this State whilst
other States continue with the 48-hour week.
This problem of the shorter working week
will be one which the workers of the country
will advocate as the years go by. Employ-
ment is also affected by the mechanisation of
industry. Perhaps no industry is more af-
fected than that associated with farming.
Many of our problems arise from the use of
implements on the farms, and the fact that
motor power has displaced horses in so many
cases has multiplied our difficulties. I do not
suggest that farmers should go back to the
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old type of operation, but would point out
that the mechanisation of this particular in-
dustry has displaced a considerable amount
of labonr. The member for Pingelly said it
is diflienlt to get farm labour at present. Yes-
terday I was at the State Labour Bureau
where a2 man had just come back from doing
work on a farm. He was opposed to going
back to that sort of thing. Evidently he had
worked on a farm for years. I did not know
the man. He snid he was picked up in 2
country town to work for a farmer for £2
a week and keep, but when it came to pay-
ing him, he received only 33s. He complained
about that, but the farmer said ,“If you do
not like 35s., you can go.” The authorities
at Marquis-streeet do not desirve to put a man
into industriaj employment if he is accus-
tomed to farm work. This particular man
said that owing to the experience he bad had,
he had no desire to o back to the farming
industry. It is very difficult for farmers to
pick up good men exactly when they wish to
do so. The same thing applies to those who
want mechanics. Industries often displae-
meehanies frem employment, although a
good man will generally got work. There are
always men not as well qualified as others,
and it is diffienlt for them to get employment
at all times. It is only when there is a sear-
city of labour in a partievlar industry that
these men can et johs. As soon as the
supply has been met and the industry has
got out its orders retrenchment oceurs and
these men are put out of work again. The
same thing applics in the farming industry.
Most of the farus are conducted as one-man
farms, and very little extra labour is em-
ployed. At the best, it is only a seasonal
occupation. Labour is engaged for sceding,
then put off, then taken on again for the
harvest. Only on the big farms is labour
employed all the year round. Some farmers
pay reasonable wages, and look after their
men. It is asking too much to expeet that
men will be available whenever they are
wanted, There should be more co-ordination
between those who need labour and those who
are looking for work. On various occasions
attempts have been made to aholish private
exchanges. The time is long past for that to
be done. More work should be concentrated
on the State T.abour Bareau. Yesterday
there were no decent jobs offering for farm
labourers. The man T am speaking of wili
be put on sustenance for a week or two until
a good job is available for him. There is =
scareity of eood employment. The authori-
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ties do not want to send married men to n
farming job.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They would not get
enough pay.

Mr. HEGNEY : If a farmer cannot pay «
worker, he shonld not engage him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A farmer can pay a
single man more than the Government are
giving him for hatf-time employment, taking
into consideration board and lodging.

Mr. HEGNEY : That may be so, but many
single men have complained to me about the
position. In one ease, two boys in one fam-
ily were owed €60 and £40, respectively, and
could nof get the money. I asked the then
manager of the Agricultural Bank, Mz, Me-
Larty, if he could get the hoys their money.
The mother afterwards hecame dependent on
the Child Welfare Department. I was told
that one of the boyvs wus on a one-man farm.
That farmer shonld never have engaged
labour.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Why did he stay so
long to have aerumulated so much wages
due?

Mr. HEGNEY : He was there a matter of
12 months.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Would he not draw
wages from time to time®

M. HEGYNEY: Country Party members
should tell the farmers that when they want
workers they should get into touch with the
State Labour Bureau. I know the policy of
that department. The officer in charge of the
reliel section is always anxious that a man
experienced in farming should keep to farm
work. [f the Labour Bureau were kept ad-
vised, workers could be sent out as required.
T have had some experience of private lahour
exchanges, I know of two young men. One
had worked in the South-West, but left there
hecause he could not get on with his father.
1le came to Perth with a few pounds and
obtained employment in the South-West
through a private exchange, and for this he
had to pay 15s. When he reached the place
he found he had to sleep next-door to the
calves; so he left the job. The would-be
employer again got into touch with the same
exchange, and another lad paid 15s. but also
relinquished the job when he found where
he had to sleep. The two young men met,
and were on their way to Kalgoorlie on foot
when T gave them a 1lift as far as Midland
Junetion. They told me how they had been
treated, They were about 20 years of age.

Hon. (". G. Latham: You do not judge all
fagmers by that example?
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Mr. HEGNEY: I am talking about the
lahour exchange. This exchange received
two payments for the one job. The Leader
of the Opposition has heard the ex-Minister
for Works talking about the abolition of
labour exchanges. I urge upon the Govern-
ment to bring down a Bill for that purpose
so that the aetivities of the State Labour
Buresu may be inereased, The position is
not at ull satisfactory. The Government are
in & worse plight than they were when the
Budget was brought down. They are minus
£300,000 that was expected by way of a
grant. They are in difficulties hecause of the
bad season in the wheat areas, and because
of the two years’ drought in the pastoral
areas. The position of the Government will
he acute for the next few months, and they
will reqnire all the financial resources they
can get hold of. I wish to refer to some of
the railway ecrossings in the mebropolitan
area. I know that it is intended to place
warning signals at certain places. The four
dangerous crossings arc Maddington, River-
vale, Greenmount and Hill-street, East Perth.
T have often agifated for a subway at River-
vale. A warning signal there may be all
right, but a subway would solve the problem
for all time. Tt would also give employment
to a number of people whilst it was heing
erected, This erossing is on the main ligh-
way, and motorisls surely contribute sufli-
cient by way of traffie fees to warrant the
Government in spending the money. Tt is
an execedingly dangerous erossing and has
been responsible for the loss of many lives
Only recently a husband and his wife woere
killed there. Apart from the fatal accidents
that occur, there arc very many narrow
escapes. The Belmont people complain of
that. Country pcople are often not aware
of the danger, and run into trouble. If a
subway were built, the erossing wouwld he
safe for all classes of travellers for all time.

MR. WITHERS {(Bunbury) [9.14]: I
look upon the Estimates as & means of
showing the financial position of the State
from the point of view of revenue and
expenditure. So far only one specch, that
of the member for Roehourne, atiempted to
analyse the Estimates as they are, Seeing
that other members have taken advantagre of
the opportanity to discuss all manner of
subjects, I wish to reply to some of the re-
marks of the memher for Alhany to-might.
1 wish he were in his seat, for it is diffienlt
to reply to statemenis if the member who
has made them is not present to listen. e

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon, N. Keenan: Did you tell him you
were going to speak?

Mr. WITHERS: No. It is not necessary
for me to tell him, after listening to him
all night.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not all night.

Mr. WITHERS: I was listening to him
most of the time, anyway. In connection
with this trade question the member for
Albany went to a good deal of trouble to sol-
leet data dealing with expenditure on vari-
ous harbours of the State. He raised the
subject on the Address-in-reply and re-
cently he has been asking questions regard-
ing it in this Chamber—as to expenditure
on the Bunbury, Fremantle, Geraldton, and
Albany harbours. This evening the hon.
member, while quoting the percentages of
cost, did not state the amounts of revenue
received from the various ports to justify
ihe expenditure ineurred. For many years I
have said in this Chamber and elsewhere,
and 1 repeat now, that I am not one whit
jealous of Albany as Albany. If there is
anything in respeet of which I could feel
jealous of Albany, it is Albany’s beautiful
harbour, that splendid harbour with which
Nature has endowed the town. Nature was
not so generous to Bunbury in regard to a
harbour, but it was most generous to the
Bunbury district in the fertility of the land
adjacent to the port. The question arises,
what is the good of an oasis in the desert?
Undoubtedly an oasis is a nice thing; but
what is the use of an oasis if it has to de-
pend on a desert for itz trade? The mem-
ber for Albany, in justifying expenditure
on the Albany harbour, counld have left
every other harbour of the State out of the
picture. There was no ocecasion whatever
for the hon. member, so far as the interests
of Albany are concerned, to mention Ger-
aldton, Fremantle, and other harbours. If
he has a just case to put to the Government
for further expenditure on the Albany har-
bour, to facilitate the trade of the port, there
is no need for him to quarrel with any other
Western Australian port. Let the hon. mem-
ber look after his own affairss. I do
not know whether the member for
Albany is aware that within 30 miles of
Bunbury there is the largest agrieultnral
population seitled in any one dis
trict of Western Australia. Such a rvemark
cannot be applied to the Albhany district. I
may quote some figures tabled in conneetion
with the report of the Bunbury Harbour
Board. During the 12 months ended on the
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30tk June of this year, 17 vessels loaded
wheat, lifting a total of 55,935 tons, as com-
pared with 98,021 tons in the previous year.
The reduction was due to the fact that less
wheat was produced in the State generally.
Here perhaps there is a hone of contention
for the member for Albany, who may be
claiming that some of the wheat shipped
from Bunbury should have been shipped
from Albany. But wheat is merely a small
item in conneetion with cargoes going to
and from the port of Bunbury. There is,
for instance, timber. Surely the member for
Albany will not contend that there should
be a huge expenditure of money to build a
railway connecting Albany with the timber
centres, Those centres are within at most
80 or 90 miles of Bunbury. Starting off
with Mornington mill, this, one of the larg.
est mills in the State, is within 30 miles of
Bunbury. Yarloop mill is within 45 miles
of Bunbury; Holyoake and Dwellingnp are
within 70 miles of that port; Lyall’s mill
within 45 miles; Kirnp within 40 miles;
Manjimup within 80 miles; Pemberton within
100 miles; Nannup within 80 miles; Argyle
within 21 miles; Sussex within 70 miles;
Muja within 50 miles; and Harnetts within
30 miles of Bunbury. Nannup and Sussex
mills do not really belong to Bunbury, but
belong 1o Busselton. However, they are
within 90 miles of the port of Bunbury.
Surely the member for Albany would not
expect all this timber to be shipped away
from Punbury, hundreds of miles, becaunse
there is another port, Albany, which is
capable of catering for and accommodating
deep-draft vessels. The question of draft
has very little effect as regards the loading
of timber. Anyone who understands ship-
ping will agree that there are to-day hund-
reds of vessels waiting for charters. All
the year round vessels on the high seas are
waiting for charters to call in at ports.
When a shipping firm or a timber firm re-
quires to load a full eargo of timber from
Bunbury, shipping agents are notified that
a boat is wanted to lift so many thousand
loads at the port of Bunbuary. The shipping
agents immediately get into communication
with ships at sea. They do not ask for a
boat of 30ft, draft to go to a harbour having
a depth of only 26 feet. They get in tounch
with ships drawing 26 feet. For years no
vessel has had to pass Bunbury because of
lack of depth of water. The type of ves-
sel regquired for that class of shipping is
sent to that port to load. The only trouble
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is that Bunbury does not get ifs just due
in regard to export of fruit, and possibly
in the fature will not as regards export of
lambs. Bunbury gets only facilities and ser-
vices snited to the country surrounding the
port. If the port has not those facilities
and services, what is to be done? Are not
the people of the port justified in asking
the State to expend the necessary money to
create a port giving the adjacent prodneers
aceess to it? The member for Albany has
repeatedly raised the question of the estab-
lishment of superphosphate works at Pie-
ton Junction. What eoneern of ours is it
what a private firm does? The hon. mem-
ber stated to-might that 80 per cent. of
truocks left empty from the Bunbury zone
and that 90 per cent. of trucks were hanled
empty from Albany. The same percentages
would bhe there whatever the number of
trucks. The hon. member, while stating the
percentages, omits to mention the number
of trucks concerned. One reason given by
the management of the superphosphate
works for establishing themselves in the
Sonth-West is that the very fact of that
district baving so many empty trucks run-
ning back would operate to indnce the Gov-
croment to give them & Zone concession.
They came to the Bunbury distriet in order
to take advantage of the empty trucks
available. If the same concession had been
available at Albany, this hnge concern would
eertainly have established itself there in pre-
ferense to Bunbury. In the area adjacent
to the port of Bunbury, there is more super-
phosphate used within 40 or 50 miles than
there is within 100 or 150 miles of the port
of Albany. Immediately the superphosphate
leaves the works, it is being distributed
for the purpose of top-dressing in the agri-
cultural arca bhordering upon the port of
Bunbury. The same thing cannct be said
of the port of Albany. T hope and trust
that when the hon. member rises in future
to put up a ease for Albany, he will
have a good case to put up while leaving
other ports out of the picture. For years
I have been listening to remarks and
reading articles by the member for Albany
on this subjeet. I was not prepared to
enter into a controversy with the hon. mem-
ber before his election to Parliament, be-
cause I realised what foolish statements he
was putting up—statements so futile that
it was mot worth while to answer them.
But when the hon. member repeats those
statements here, T am only doing my duty
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by my constituents in putting the position
as I know it before the Chamber. Con-
sider the coal trade. The coal bunkering
trade showed an increase from 2,706 tons
in 1935 to 4595 tons in the year just
closed. Eighteen steamers were bunkered;
and, of these, seven called for bunkers
only.  Surely the hon. member would not
expect those steamers to go to Albany to
wet bunkers simply because there is a
deep-water harbour at Albany. The mem-
ber for Kanowna might equally well elaim
that steamers should go to Esperance teo
be hunkered hecause Esperance has a beau-
tiful harbour. As regards frnit shipments,
the report states—

The hoard ngain notes with coneern that this
trade continues to pass the port; hut, as pre-
viously pointed out, the ahsence of faeilities to
handle the cargo and deep berthing accommo-
dation preeludes the capture of the business,
Fruit export, and the shipment of lambs,
are the only factors that will require a
greater depth of water at Bunbury. Now I
wish to draw attention to the direction in
whieh the hulk of the shipping from Bun-
bury goes. The geographical position of
the two ports of Albany and Bunbury has
the effect, naturally, of causing ships bound
for the Eastern States to go round Albany

way. Bunbury has loaded timber as fol-

lows during the financial year just closed :—
Loads,
South Australin 9,810
Victoria .. 7,284
New South Wales 461
New Zealand 4,127
United Kingdom 11,006
South Afriea 18,415
Indin 2,393
Mauritius 720
Persian Gulf 5,220
Egypt 11,078
China 8.058
Europe 733
79.397

With the exceplion of shipments for South
Australia, Vietoria, New South Wales, and
New Zealand none of the vessels lifting
timber would go via the Eastern States.
Why should all those vessels have to be sent
round the Leenwin just becanse there is deep
water at Albany, and why should we send
train-loads of timber and so forth to Albany
when the shipping ean go to Bunbury and
be loaded there? T do not wish to labour the
question any further. I think I have made
out a ease onar again for the Bunhury har-
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bour as against the Albany harbour, if it is
negessary to do so. I do not like doing it,
hecause comparisons undoubtedly are odious.
I only say that what has becn doue for Bun.
bury is justified because that port is giving
the surrounding district a service to whieh it
iz entitled. If the member for Albany has
a case to put up to the Government showing
that the port and the distriet of Alhany are
not being fairly treated as regards obtaining
the shipping facilities to which they are en-
titled, it is his business to put it to the
Government in such a way as ™ seecure
equitable treatment. If he has the harbour
but has not reeeived the treatment he de-
sires, why is it so? It is not vight, however,
to have these gomparisons between ports and
T hope my remarks will have a steadying in-
Auence on the new member for Albany.

Mr. Cross: He mercly complied with an
election promise.

Mr. WITHERS: It is futile to make such
comparisons between one port and another.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.317: On
looking through the Kstimates I was de-
lighted to note that the Education Vote has
again heen inereased this year. The Govern-
ment are entitled to muech eredit for seeing
that they have increased the vote cach year
they have been in office. They are doing
splendid work for the youth of the country
by the fostering of edueational facilities.
The vote this year has been inereased by
over £24.000. I am sorry, however, that a
greater increase has not been made for the
provision of material and furniture. I have
heard many complaints regarding the desks
used in schools. T know the Government ave
endeavouring to make amends in that direc-
tion and in my electorate several schools have
already received new desks, but more should
be done in that direction. Tt is time the Gov-
ernment took heed of the fact that the pro-
vision for manual and sewing maierials is
inadequate. Many of the teachers have to
spend their own money in providing bhose
requirements. We are almost back to pre-
depression expenditure and that being so, we
should revert to pre-depression conditions re-
garding these matters. The sewing material
allowance was reduced from 9d. to 434d. and
there has been little inerease in that direc-
tion. T congratulate the Government upon
the construction of the new school for girls
at Kast Perth. The building represents a
monument to bhem and it will be greatly
appreciated by the girls of the State. No
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child could pass through that institution
without being greatly influenced; it is a
really fine building and a creditable piece of
work on the part of the State Government.
There is one small drawhack and that is that
there is not sufficient greund sorrounding
the building. The Government should look
up likely sites for schools because land will
beeome dearer and vacant areas more searce.
If they were to purchase or resume suitable
blocks now, much cxpense would be saved
later on. New schools that are established
should be smrounded by five to ten acres of
ground, which would provide ample space
for playgrounds, pine plantations and what-
ever else may he considered necessary. The
coountry people are not jealous of the metro-
politan area lecause of the construetion of
the new girls’ school at East Perth, But we
hope that as time goes on beauiiful schools
for girls and boys will be established in the
country towns as well. T songgest that a
move shonld be made to provide n lostel for
both boys and girls who may be sent to the
<ity from country areas ih order to continne
their stndies. Many inquiries are made to
varions feachers ns to where parents can
procure suitable hoard, ledging and super-
vision for their children who have to con-
tinue their eduncation in the metropolitan

arca. Conntry children suffer many dis-
abilities owing to lack of econtinuation
schools.  They attain a ecrtain standard and

sometimes the teachers in their own time
take their edueation a little further. Very
often, however, parents wish their children
to continue their eduecation and it becomes
necessary to send them to the city. That in-
volves finding a suitable place for their
children fo live, where thev can be looked
after and be boarded cheaply while eontinu-
ing their studies under suitable supervision.
If a hostel were provided under Gov-
ermmnent supervision the children in the
country districts would be catered for under
proper conditiens. T have had some experi-
ence in this matter because several mothers
have asked me where they could place their
ehildren. On one or two occasions T have
been able to find places for them, but they
have not heen idenl. So I advocate the pro-
vision of a hostel where country hovs and
girls may be lodged and continue their
studies under supervision. Naturally there
are several small complaints that can be
made against the Eduecation Department,
and one is that the authoritics adhere rather
strietly to the letter of regulations and do not
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allow for any latitude in interpretation. I
will give one instance to indicate what I
mean. The department pays examination
fees for children who gain the might fo go
to a high school for three years. On one
occasion—I  sappose there have been
many such instances—a child was par-
ticularly forward and was told to take the
Junior public examination at the end of the
seeond year. The child passed in seven out
of fen subjects, proving that the course
adopted was not rash. The departmental
authorities contended that they did not send
children to high schools in order that they
might rush through their examination in two
years, and therefore refused to pay the ex-
amination fees. Pleading and requesting
proved unavailing in an endeavour to move
the departmental authorities from that atti-
tude, notwithstanding that it entailed hardship
upon the parents. The father was on part-
time emplovment only and he had to provide
the fees. In such instances surelv the de-
partmental authorities need not stirk to the
striet lettering of the regulation, particularly
when, as in this instances, it was not the
wish of the ehild or the parents that the ex-
amination should be taken before the end
of the third yenr. With vegard to domestic
science, refercnees have been made to the
neeessify to make domestie serviee more at-
tractive, and probably something more will
be heard in that regard during the eourse of
a future debate. T contend {hat all con-
cerned should make domestie service more
attractive, and clevate it to the status of a
profession. It should be brought under the
scope of the Arvbitration Court so that hours
of employment might be regulated. The
voung women who enter domestic service
should he treated more on the basis of pro-
fessional workers such as nmses, and he
made to realise that they belong to a proles-
sion that is worth while. If that were done,
more girls would follow up thai elsss of
work. The new Perth Girls’ School is a
model of what domestie seienee buildings
and equipment shoald be, but there are not
many schools of that type throughout the
State. In some country distriets manual
training rooms are used for domestie seience
purposes as well, That practice should be
ntterly eondemned. Such rooms are not
hygienir and are certainly not suitable for
the teaching of domestie scienge. Under
sueh conditions the standard of work estab-
lished i not such 0s sheuld obtain. T sng-
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gest that in  the country distriets girls from
the sixth standard wupwards shonld be
franked over the railways to the nearest
domestie training centre. If thal were done,
the girls would be made more familinr with
various phases of domestic seience and
would have a greater appreciation of the
work. 1 have had many requests for new
schools in my electorate and I wish to thank
the Minister for providing some, including
the school at Willowdale. T hepe, however,
that he will he able to do something more
there than has heen done so far. The school
will be opened in the near future but in its
present state is not quite satisfactory, and
I trust the Government will he able to do a
little more for ms. ¥ want another new
school at Treesville. At the present time
the hal) that is used for school purposes is
sitnated hetween four railway lines and is
dangerous. The lighting is bad and there
are not the conveniences that should be
available. I hope the Minister will be able
to make some hetter provision. I realise I
run the risk of being regarded as parochial
in meeting matters affecting my district, but
as T do not trouble members over mueh, T
shall continue heing parochial for the time
heing. The State should not be called upon
to hear the whole of the cost of the educa-
tional facilities for the vouth of the State.
The Commonwealth should assist in that
direction and also in conneetion with health
matters. So far the Commonwealth ap-
pear to have taken over all the paying ser-
viees from the State and left us to find tha
money for the non-paying services. The
edneational facilifies available could be eon-
siderahly augmented if we were to obtain
assistance from the Commonwealth. We
could have had a gcreat deal of assistance
from the Commonwealth partienlarly regard-
ing the provision of radios for which sehnals
at. present have to pay license fees. I repre-
sent n  large constitueney traversed by a
number of roads. The Government have
done a lot of work in that respeet and we
have a new road to Dwellingup from Pin-
jarra, and another from Waroona to Nanga
Brook. I understand that the Government
are to provide £1,000 for the road from
Nanga Brook to Dwellingup. We want a
bitumen-surface road from Mundijong to
Jarrahdale and recently I rerceived a letter
from the Preston Road Board asking me to
sunpport them in thelr request for bitumen
surfacing on the road for two miles south of

[ASSEMBLY ]

Donnybrock. The fruitgrowers complain
that the eorrugations prove disastrous to the
fruit that they have to cart over the road,
and they want the extra length of roand
treated with bitumen. The present proposal
does not go as far as Donnybrook.
1 have another little grouch regarding water
supplics. For many years I have becn ask-
ing for a water supply at Brunswick Junc-
tion. Various Ministers have visited the
town, the first having heen the present
Leader of the Opposition, whe, however, did
not provide a water supply.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I gave you lots of
things, though, even if they were only pro-
mises.

Miss HOLMAN: The hon. member gave
a lot of promises. Since the Labour Party
came into power, I have becn on the track
of Ministers again asking for a water supply
for Brunswick Junetion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have you not some
drains running through the town?

Miss HOLMAN : It seems like suggesting
the carrying of coals to Newcastle to ask for
a water supply for Brunswick Junction, but
I assure members it is nothing of the sort.
A water supply is very necessary. There is
a large irrigation scheme at Brunswick and
there is also a stream running through the
town. In the stream is the pump which
lifts the water into the railway tanks for
the town supply. 1 soppose members have
heard of people being accused of drinking
their bath water. That is literally true at
Brunswick Junetion during the summer
months. The streamlet diminishes to a small
pool and even that might be dry this year
on gecount of the light rainfall. The water
supply is pumped out of the pool where the
children bathe, and then reticulated to the
people to drink.

Mr. Raphsael: Do they have mixed bath-
ing there?

The Minister for Employment: There are
some fine physieal specimens there.

Miss HOLMAN: Sometimes the people
cannot get even that water to drimk, and
then the Minister throws open the irrigation
channels and the irrization water is made
available. That is prohably worse than the
bath water because on analysis it has been
found to contain all sorts of dirt. It flows
through open channels to which animals
have aceess. For several days at & time the
wafer has stopped running and it has been
necessary to convey water to the town hy
railway. The latest information T have on
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the subject is a letter from the Under Secre-
tary for Water Supply dated the 30th Seon-
tember as follows:—

T have to advise you that in counection with
the investigations regarding proposed Olive
Iill s¢cheme, in connection with the Brunswick
town water supply, the hon. the Minister has
approved of a further £100 being made avail-
able to complete the nceessary inquiries,

It is considered that if, as a result of these

inquiries, n sound scheme can be evolved, then
the Harver Reoad Board (functioning as a
water board) should he able ty horrow all the
money required to finance its construction and
levy rates within the provisions of the Water
Roards Act sufficient to pay wsorking expenscs,
interest on the eapital ana provide suitable
sinking fund for repayment of the loan.
The Harvey Road Board have applied to
the Government for a part of the money
from the Commonwealth at a cheap rate of
interest, but I have not heard the resnlt.
There might be a lot of applications for
that money, but Brunswick was amongst the
first and is entitled to a water supplv. Aec-
cording to the report of the Conservator of
Forests, the timber industry has shown a
substantial improvement. The paragraph
reads—

During the past 12 months the timber indus-
try in this State has shown a very snbstantial
improvement, The volume of sawn timber and
hewn timber produced amounted to 13,133,000
enbie feet, the value of which is estimated at
£1,700,000. This represents an inerease of 18 per
cent, over the production for the previous year.
Two of the large mills that had heen elosed
down for some time, owing to the trade de-
pression, reopened during the year, and a num-
ber of new mills for the entling of fruit enses
and sleepcrs commenced operations, There are
now 53 sawmills drawing log supplies from
Crown lands and from 30 to 40, principally
fruit-case mills, operating on private property.
The Conservator goes on to give the quantity
of timber taken to the mills from the for-
ests, It is a faet, as the unemployment
figures reveal, that the mills are in a much
better position than they were a few years
ago. I was rather taken aback to hear the
member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver)
the other night characterise the State Saw-
mills, amongst other State utilities, as State
interference.

Mr. Cross: She does not know mnch about
sawmills.

Miss HOLMAN: The State Sawmills were
the only mills which kept the men working
during the bad years. True they were
working on part-time, but all the
privaie mills, which operate only to make
large dividends for their shareholders,

1027

closed down, and the State Sawmills were
the only mills that eontinued to work right
through the depression. The State Saw-
mills also are the enly ones working the
44-hour week. I think the wember for
Subiaco should give the State Sawmills her
whole-hearted support because she is in
favour of a shorier working week. The
State Sawmills have heen working the shorter
hours for the past four years, and for five
years of the last Labour Government—that
is nine out of twelve vears—have been
making a success of it, tuo. The State Saw-
mills should reecive not eriticism but the
utmost support for the good they have done
for this State. T do not wish to belittle other
Sgate utilities which, in iy opinion, are of
the =ame standard as the State Sawmills. The
Conservator of Forests states that 76 per
cent. of the total production of hewn sleep-
ers for the vear were cbtained from private
property, and adds—

It is questionable how much longer this
source of supply will last, and suitable areas
for the operation of sleeper cutters on lands un-

der the control of the department are very
limited indeed.

Then he proeeeds to make a curious remark,
which, in my opinion, rather contradicts it-
self—

A reeent development which promises to
assist considerably in maintaining the sleeper
output and in finding work for men who have
followed the hewing industry for many years
past is the establishment of small portable
milling plants specially designed for the pro-
duction of sawn sleepers.

T cannnt seec how small portable milling
plants speeially designed for eutting sawn
sleepers will provide work for men who
follow the hewing industry. I consider that
the sleeper cutters should be given a good
deal more consideration than they are receiv-
ing. Of course sleeper cutters who have been
registered with the department sinee 1918
are the only ones who are allowed to cut on
Crown lands. This raee of men must be get-
ting fewer in number and they should he
miven work. Members might have noticed
that on the 22nd September I asked the Min-
ister for Railways several questions about
the use of tractors in the bush, We all rea-
liz=e that we cannot stav the progress of
machinery. but the installation of tractors
in the forests will put quite a few men out
of work. Also it will lessen the quantity of
harse feed, ete., required by the men with the
teams. T appeal to memhers on this side of
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the Chamber, ai any rate, to give the men
in the timber industry the same support as
they gave to the lumpers at Fremantle when
the bulk handling of wheat was under con-
sideration. We felt that bulk handling must
vome, hut we also felt that some considera-
tion should be cxtended to the men, and
same provision made for them, so that they
would not be put oui of work when the sys-
tem was introduced. 'The same thing applies
to the timber industry. Let us advance with
the times by all means, but let us not put
numbers of men ont of work without extend-
ing to them any consideration whatever. I
asked my guestions en the 22nd September
and curiously enongh on that date nothing
was known ahout the tenders which were to
be called for tractors. I have sinee received
a notification from the mills stating that
they were informed that tenders would open
on the 25th September, three days after T
asked my question, and elose yesterday, the
5th Ortober. Thus only a few days were
ailowed and tenderers were nat given saffi-
cient opportunity. Reasonable time should
have been allowed, and T hepe that the Min-
ister will extend the time, Quite a lot has
been said about housing. Mueh eould he
done to help the people by instituting a
scheme for cheaper houses, costing about,
say, £100, and this in turn would help the
timber industry. What should be provided
are houses that would not cost for rental and
instalments of ecapital more than a proper
proporfion of the week’s wages. Tn Queens-
land and Tasmania T have seen beantiful
houses of wood, and T feel that more could
be done in providing wooden houses here.
Instead of declaring so many brick areas,
the people should be encouraged to build
houses of wood. The time is oppertune for
the lannching of a housing scheme. New
Zealand is spending approximately £3,000,000
a year on houses. Of course the Dominion
is in a different position, but we could take
a lesson from New Zealand and do something
along those lines. The unemployment posi-
tion is not as serious as it was. The condi-
tions are hnproving, but I should like the
Minister to institute an intensive loeal pro-
duets emmnpaign onee more. A little while
ago all the shop windows displayed goods of
lacal production, hut now imported goods
are being  displaved. I feel that this
tendeney shonld be checked if we are
tn provide employment for our people.
I endorse the remarks of a previous speaker
regarding the provision of huts and con-
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veniences for relief workers. They should
have better accommodation than the tents
they have been oceupying for so long. 1
should like arrangements to be made where-
by the children of pensioners should receive
relief work, or an allowance. Af present
pensions are taken into eonsideration and
the children have to suffer. I agree with
the member for Middle Swan also that pri-
vate labour exchanges should be abolished
and that only the Government Labour
Bureau should operate. T should like the
Minister for Health to revert to the original
intention when the hospital tax was im-
posed. The intention was to devote the
money lo the provision of hospital accom-
modation and medicine, and not to build-
ings only, a policy that was introduced by
the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. C. & Latham: You tried to per-
snade me to use some of the funds for build-
ing in vour distriet.

Miss HOLMAN: T tried to persuade the
hon. member to use revenue, not hospital
tax. We have a new railway between Collie
and Brunswick in conneetion with which
there has been a considerable deviation and
resumption of land. T would like to see the
department hurry up the payment of com-
pensation. There are people who have been
asking for compensation for some years
past. I think one family has been request-
ing it for almost two years, and finality has
not yet been reached. The railway is not
yel finished and the people cannot obtain
their eompensation. The parlienlar farmer
T am thinking of hag been most industrious.
He has made a beantiful farm and won a
living from the growing of vegetables. The
interruption to his work through the rail-
way deviation has been enormous. This
farmer is really a marvel becanse he does
not complain.

Hon. C. ¢. Latham: That is why you
know all abont it.

Mr. Cross: He is the only one who does
not complain.

Miss HOLMAN: This man says that the
country must progress, and he does not want
to interrupt that progress. I would like to
take the Minister responsible to look at his
place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Take him there and
keep him there.

Miss HOLMAN: I do not want to keep
him there, but I would like to show him
the place, in order that he might get an
accurate idea of what this man has done.
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Mr. KRapbael: 1+ that an invitation?

Miss HOLMAXN: I do not think I need
an=wer the hon. member. I am not taking
any invitation from him either. I wonld
like to see eompensation paid more quickly
lo these suffering people, and to see a lot
more done, but I realise thai the Govern-
ment are labouring under difficulties. I do
appreciate the good work they have done,
and the great improvements we have had
since a Lahour Government has been in
officc again after the tfragedy we experi-
cinced during the regime of the other side.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Vaciferous cheers!

Mr. Raphael: That will wipe the smile
off vour faces.

Miss HOLMAN: I hope the Government
will he able to find some way out of the
present difficulty.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I move—

That progress be now reported.

Motion pni and negatived.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) {10.5]:
At the last elections the Government made
certain definite promises and we, as sup-
porters of that Government, also made pro-
mises from the hustings of the improve-
ments that were to take place in the con-
ditions of men on sustenance and those on
relief work. The 5th October was the date
set for the redemption of the Government's
promises, and we are led to believe that cer-
tain improvements have been sef in motion
regarding men on relief work. I should
like, however, to impress upon the Minister
the urgent need of those men who, through
ill-hezlth, are unable to accept any employ-
ment at all. Those men have been certified
by the Government doctor as being unfit
to work. I congratulate the Labour Govern-
ment upon placing a medieal man at the
service of those men to decide whether they
are ahle to work or not. Their position,
however, is deplorable. For many years—
some of them for from four to seven years
—they have been drawing Ts. per week per
unit of the family. With two people in the
family, the sum allowed them has been 14s.
Compare that with the Federal Govern-
ment’s allowanee to old age pensioners of
19s. It is up to this Government, and
especially becanvse it is a Labomr Govern-
ment, to see that an increase is given in the
amount allowed to these men. With others
—and we have had the support of the Min-
ister in this direction—I have endeavoured
to get these people transferred to the in-
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valid and old age pensioners’ list. That is
little enough, but it is a step in the right
direction. They are now under the Child
Welfare Department, but despite the fact
that there has been a slight increase in the
basic wage, no inerease has been made to
them. I appreciate the difficulties under
which the department works. I think, how-
ever, that the man in charge of that depart-
ment is not fit to be there, and some of the
inspectors are not fit to inspect the homes
to which they are sent. A little human
sympathy should be given. 1 appreciate
that their task is diffienlt, hut a little tact
and kindness would go a long way, and it
is very often missing in the administra-
tion.

Mr. Sampson: It i{s verv easy to criticise.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It would be easy to
criticise the hon. member, if he wanted it.

Mr, Sampson: You are most unfair.

Mr. RAPHAEL: In many instances peo-
ple receiving 9s. a week—that is, for the
wife and child of a pensioner—have had the
amount reduced to 7s. The reply usually
given to a protest has been that if the eir-
cumstances of the case or of the family are
altered, consideration will perhaps be given
to granting an inerease. I do not know how
these people live on 7s. a week with the eost
of commodities rising the whole time,
Despite the fact that the Federal Govern-
ment have clipped the wings of the Labour
CGlovernment in this State, by reducing the
amount allocated under the disabilities grant,
I hope that the Minister will give serious
consideration to an increase to these people,
bringing the amount up to at least 9s. per
unit. If after having made promises on the
platform at election time default hecame
necessary, it would be far better to default
in payment of interest than in payments to
these poor devils.

Hon, C. G. Latham: No Government could
cive effect to all the promises made,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I say that the condifions
of the unemployed men have been improved
hy the Labour Government, and there is to
be a forther improvement. T am not dis-
eussing the men on relief work now, but I
am disecussing those who cannot work, and
the women and children receiving relief from
the Child Welfare Department. It is
ridiculous to expeet people to live on the
amount which they are receiving. The mem-
ber for Canning (Mr. Cross) has given
notice of a Bill that will wipe out many
anomalies existing for vears in this State in
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connection with distress for rent. During
the past 12 meonths the Perth City Counil
has employed a man solely on the job of
walking from house to house and delivering
summonses at 6s, per service. This man
carned in the vicinity of over £400 last year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is he a ‘“‘C” class
man?

Mv. RAPHAEL: No, he is generally st
the civie receptions, drinking whisky. It is
wrong that any civie body or any outside
person—Ilandlord or anyone else—should be
able to tack on 9s. to the rates a man may
owe, cspecially a man on relief work, with-
out first going to the court. Without taking
the cuse belore a magistrate, a solicitor may
send ont & elerk with from ten to 20 distress
warrants, and anything from 9s. to 12s. may
be added to the amount claimed, The ecourts
of this country exist for the specific purpese
of giving justice. I do not think it is justiee
for a landlord to bhe able to walk into a
man’s home while he is at work, make a list
of the goods and chattels and assure the
man’s wife that she is liable to imprisonment
if any of the furniture is removed.

Mr, Fox: Those courts are not concerned
with justice.

Mr. RAPHAEL: They are ereated to dis-
pense juslice.

Mr. Fox: They are not.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They are there fo
administer the law.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T do not think the law
should be pnssed on to landlords and soli-
citors to administer,

Mr. Cross: That sort of thing was abol-
ished in 1689.

The CHATRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber is not going to continue =along those
Hnes, for he certainly is not permitted to
anticipate a Bill

Mr. RAPHAEL: T am dealing in a gen-
eral way with unemployment and with what
the unemployed have to put up with from
the landlords. I am not dealing with the
Bill at all in the true sense of the word.
If the unemployed man to whom I referred
is unfortunate enough to be sharing a house
with another family, those families are re-
sponsible for the arrears of remi. Their
goods and chatiels are not worth much, but
they should be protected by the courts of
this country. 1 want to bring under the
notice of the Minister for Works the switeh-
back that runs from country distriets
through Vicloria Park to Perth. The Canse-
way in its present condition is not far he-
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hind & switchback. There are about five dif-
ferent levels on it, and it is high time the
Giovernment gave consideration, not only to
the Fremantle bridge—to which I wish good
luck—but also to pubting a decent surface
across the Causeway. I notice the Minister
for Health has increased the subsidy to the
dental hospital. I hope the Minister will
give further consideration to the request for
an additional amount for the services of
school dentists. The health of the children
is af stake, because the dental hospital can-
not cope with the work awaiting it to-day,
and so the children’s teeth are neglected.
I hope that three or four more school den-
tists will be added to the tecam already at
work. I should like to draw attention to
the danger arising from the way in which
motor cars rush past schools. Those cars
are a great danger to the public.

Mr. Marshall: No, it is the drivers of
those cars,

Myr. RAPHAEL: There are many schools
in back streets away from main roads, and
the traffie shoots past these schools at 40
miles atn hour. During the last few months
there has been a number of Tatal accidents
to ehildren in Vietoria Park. A very bad
railway service is given from Perth to
Rivervale and Vietoria Park and its
environs. Railways and tramways are State
monopolies and should not have to enter into
competition with buses. I congratulate
the Government on their flrm stand re-
garding trolley buses and their determina-
tion to see that the State trams are not cut
out. The memher for Claremont with
others clamoured for the tram serviee, and
were satisfied with it until the private buses
driven by American petrel came along, when
they wanted the Government to serap the
trams. However, the Government have to
preserve the people’s rights, and very pro-
perly they decided to put State trolley buses
into aective competition against the private
buses.

Mr. North: There is no competition.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 am pleased to hear
that. The Government should have sole
control of the traffic. I want to draw atfen-
tion to the dangerous conditions prevailing
on the Albany-road, Vietoria Park, where we
have the largest school in the State, except
for the Perth Boys' School in James-street.
And we have two other large schools in the
same district. The traffic is very dangerous.
What with the trucks of the White Rock
Quarries and the trucks of the Blue Rock
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Quarries, and the trams and the buses, we
bave there a tremendous menace to the child-
ren of the distriet. It is quite startling to
see a huge truck carrying 10 tons of rock
and doing 40 miles per hour along the
Albany-road.

Mr, Sampson: They don’t do 40 miles.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Well T myself was doing
40 when one of these trueks, fully laden,
rushed past me.

Mr, Sampson: You talk a lot of balder-
dash.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 hope there will
be no reduction in taxation until such
time as the whole of onr unemployed

are in full-time work. It should be the policy
of the Government to see that Lefore any
relief is given to taxpavers, all men are
on foll-time work. Just now there is a
movement to secure an abolition of the
amusement tax. Surely to goodness those
who can afford to go to the pislures can
afford to pay a few more pence in order to
help a lame dog over a stile. 1 hope there
will not he a veduection in this tax by ld.
until such time as the whole of the unem-
ployed are back in full-time work,

Vote put and passed.

This eoncluded the general debate.

Votes—Legislative  .lesembly,  £2.866;
Jaint House Commitlee, £1.27¢ Joint
Printing Committee, £5.864: Join! Library

Commitice, L265—agreed io.
Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—-RETURNED.

1. Land Act Amendment.
3, Cue-Big Bell Railway.

Withont amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
F. Troy

That the House nt its rising adjourn until
4.30 pon. on Thursdav, the 8th Octoher.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.29 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan. and read prayers.

QUESTION—MARRIED WOMEN'S
PROTECTION ACT.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Justice: What was the number of men
sent to Fremantle gaol under Section 16
of the AMarried Women's Protection Aect,
1922, during the years ended the 30th June,
1934, 1035, and 1936 respeetively?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
Commitments for maintenance: 1934, 38;
1435, 33: 1936, 45. The Fremantle gaol
records dv not show any segregation of
persons committed under Section 16 of
the Married Women’s Protection Act, but
the figures quoted above are in respect of
commitments for mnon-complianee with
maintenance orders.

QUESTION—EANGAROO SKINS,
ROYALTY.

Mr. WELSI asked the Premier: 1. [s
he aware that a rovalty is charged on kan-
garooe skins in the Nullagine district of
the Pilbara electorate, while Port Hedland
and Marble Bar distriets of the same clec-
torate are exempt from this vovalty? 2,
As kangaroos are a mennce to pastoralists
in the North and are elassed as vermin,
will he take steps to have this royalty re-
moved from the Nullagine distriet?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Yes, but the
question of re-imposing the royalty on the
distriets now exempt is under eonsidera-
tion. 2, The Government are not in a posi-
tion to forgo this revenue at the present
fime.



